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FIREARMS OF THE “CUSTER BATTLE!
by - :
ds C, Maclachlan

Much has been written in the past 90 years about the short,
fierce battle which took place on the 25th of June, 1876, Very
few of the authors have been concerned with the weapons used,
except to condemn the Cavalry carbine used or to over~estimate
the quality and/or number of the guns carried by the Indians. To
rectlfy this situnation John E. Parsons and John S, duMont published
a short monograph in 1953 titled, "Firearms in the Custer Battle";
thls note leans heavily on this source. Other works of interest,
ans from which some material has also been drawn, are listed at
the end of the text,

Evidence of the weapons carrled and used 1s limited to one
of several types. There were no bhattle~field plck-ups made by the
Army personnel who went to the battle scene after the fight, for
the simple reason that the Indians took with them all material ov
value. However, some of these same Indians were forced to turn
in weapons they were carrying at later dates, and some of the "Custer"
weapons were among them., The best documentary source of information
on the weapons is an Ordinance inventory of March 31, 1876 which
lists all ordinance and ordinanceé stores in the hands of troops
of the Unilted States as of that date. Data pertinent to the 7th
Cavalry is listed in the table belows:

Company | Springfield RdundsLSpringfieldf Sharps | Coltfs Rounds

; Car?t%es | Rﬁgg } Car?%ges ECarEéﬁes‘ReYﬁévrs; ig;ﬁ
A,.. 81 16,850 - L 82 5y 945
Beoo 71 14,940 - 5 70 6,838
Caos 85 16,217 = - 79 11,960
Beao 77 13,434 - - 80 3,787
Passa 78 3,362 2 - 72 5,698
Goouo 78 15,390 - 5 76 5,652
I 83 14,700 = - 83 6,390
L 82 1k, 502 = = 82 3,750
Adjre % 5,970 - = 15 2,175

Troops C,E,F,I, and I were the ones annihilated with Custer; all
thelr weapons were lost. In total, the 7th Cavalry lost or expended
38,030 rounds of carbine ammunition and 2,954 rounds of pistol
cartridgesin the engagement. About 10,000 rounds are estimated

L



U.S.Carbine, cal..45, M.1873
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A « receiver D « breach block G « cam block {latch)
B -« barrel E - firing pin to retain breach block
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Typical Indian rifle {Plains rifle type)

note the brass tack decoration and wear on forearm
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to have been captured by the Indians, the rest can be presumed to
hve been fired, or lost in the confusion. It should be noted here
that the carbine was single-shot weapon (description to follow)

and the soldiers of the period developed a method to speed reloading:
when taking up a position several rounds-perhaps a dozen-would be
removed from the b2lt and lald out on the ground in a row for easy
access. If a change in position, or other movement, were required,
some of the ammunition might get left on the ground. A part of

this loss could have been mlssed by the Indians cleaning the field
if it were covered by dust from the scuffle.

In.a nefative way another source of information is the serial
number range of the weapons. Unless the number can be dated prior
to the battle, the weapoh could NOT have been present. TFor the
Colt revolvers this would be below 22,000 and for the Shringfield
carblnes, under 60,300, approximately. The tuo guns are of a
atandard type, well known to collectors, and as will be seen from
the table, were the dominant weapons used. So orthodox were the
weapons, and so routinely carried, that little direct reference
was made to them in the testimony following the fiasco - except
discussion of the service rendered in battle. BEmpty cases from
the fired ammunition found on the battle field are generally of
the proper type: .45.70, folded-head, inside-primed, but I managed
to get two cases 20 years ago, at the site of a skirmish which
preceeded the Little Big Horn fight, and both were the .50-70 caliber
used in the Sharps and ,50 Springfields listed in the table. These
guns were, most probably, carried bty the scouts assigned to the
7th, of which there were 44, or by some of the clvilians-packers,
gui&es, ete., althoupgh it seens likely that the latter were more
liable to have had more "modern" weapons,

Mention of the civilians who aczompanied the Cavalry on its
campalign leads to he most debatable category of weapons. Each
was armed as sulted histaste, and very lettle record remains of
the weapons carried, Custer should be ineluded in this category,
along with his brotuers Tom and Boston, since they allwere armed,
apparently, with non-G.I. weapons. According to Lt., Godfrey-who
came on the scene with the relief column-General Custer was armed
with a Remington sporting rifle and two British "Bulldog!" revolvers
with white grips aud lanyard rings in the butts. The Remingten
is well documented, both as an individval piece and as to its
presence in the fight. Custer wrote a festiwevial Remington on

the gun, and 4 spant cartridges for it were found under his body.
The revolvers are still something of a mystery. Several revolvers
of the type were owned by Custer, but not having the white grips.
It 1s possible that they were like the revolver owned by Tom Custer
(not carried to le battle) by Galand & Somerville. A record of a
presentation %o ‘reorge Custer of revolvers by a visiting British
sportsman, Lord Berkley Baget, exists, and Parsons and duMont seem
to feel that this may have been the pair carried into the last stand.
By inference, not made in any of the sources examined for this
short note, other guns may well have been carried onto the battle-
field as personal sidearms of any of the soldiers- particularly
those who were more able to afford them. During the Civil War it
was a standard proceedure for any and all to kesp at least one small
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pistol secret in the belt or pocket - often a presentation piece
from the people back home, It seens reasonable that many soldiers
of the Indlan Campalgns may have continued the practlice even if
officially not allowed to do so. But -- this is purely a speculation
on my part.

(To be continued next month)
sklak

WHISTORTIANS SCUTTLEBUTT"
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On May 21, another mouth to feed was born into the famlly of
former president Dan Jones. Mother and daughter came through with
flying colorsg and both were home In no time at all. Let's all
give a hearty welcome to Diana Lynne Jones and congratulations to

Dan and Fay.
kK

The Westland Hobby Show was acclaimed a success by allméembers
present. All had a good time in spite of the weather. We even
met seven men who were thoroughly interested in our club, and with
a 1little work we might expand our membership.by leaps and bounds,
The club has asked for a booth twice as large next year. It should

be something worth looking forward to..
ok

The Big Wargame of the year was held at Dick Moore's June 18th.
There were ten gamers pressnt and fighting, ithree from Golorado
Springs, two new ones from this area and five old timers, All
different types of games were used. The Springers showed us their
Napoleonic game first. We then played a tank game in which the
Historian captained his team to two straight victories. Then an
air game was toyest with for a while before finishing the day with
a Fletcher Pratt Naval game. We all had a great time and proved

1t by being completely fagggg;

Saturday, the 24th of June, saw one manf's long Army career
come to a well-deserved close; Lieutenart Colone William Greer
retired from service. He joined up in 1939 and went active some
time in 1940. He participated in the 1941 and 1940 maneuvers
and from what he says he had some fun doing jit., He has pul in
o5 years active duty and a totalof 28 years counting reserve. He
is moving to Florida were he interds to catech a helluva lot of
fish, A small delegation was present at the cermony representing
the Club. Good Iuck %o you, Bill, from all the mimbers of the
Colorado Military Historians.

Feskeoke

Be sure to bring enough money. Why? Because the long-awailted
auction will be held at the September meeting. Either before the
September meeting or at it bring anything that you wouid like to

donate. The Historlan will be in charge of the items to be auctionid,
ol e
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ExfLosioN ABoARR Thi '..i;,v.mre;rgn

BATTLE OF THE CORAL SEA
Ly

Michenl Kuhls and Thoman Morman

The situation was _Lticai ior both sides. DBoth feared two
big carriers., Both feared an early morning attaek, Survival
depended on finling the eneny first.

Even before davn search nlanes thundered off the decks of
the Sholalu and Tulkalu., An hour later Takahashi led 69 more
rlanes vhich fanned out 1n a wvide search to scel: the American
fleet, DBut only ten minutes later, a report was recelved from
one of the previously launched reconalsance planes. The U.S,
Fleet had been found.

The Americans sent out thelr search at 0625, 18 SBDy from
the Lexington flevw a 360° pattern due to the couplete lack of
knowvledge of the Jananese fleet., Two hours passed before Li.

Jo Go Smith spotted the Japanese ships at 0815, 175 miles H.E,

of Fletcher's force, MAlmosl simmltaneously-the Lexington intercepted
the Jap radlo mlssage giving their »odtion falrly accurately.

The race was on. 0Oitt of the breifing rooms the pilots rushed te
their woiting planes, Down the short deck and into the alr,

brave men would see that they got to the target.

Jumping from cloud to cloud to evade being shot dowm, Ilight
Warrant Officer Kenzo Xanno kept the U.%s fleet in sight. Vhen
he heard of the apnroach of the attack group, he started for
home, But woit, they were going in the wrong directlon. Ie
knew he barely ﬂad enough fuel to return. Ile also linew that
the Amerilcan carriers must be sunk, e declded to lead the waye

Kanno swung his bomber into a sharp turn ond sased the airplane
slongside Takahashits and motloned to him to follow. Vith Hanno
in the lead Takahashi and his planes dived into the hundreds of

(h/ black anti-aircraft shell bursts. Seconds later both " of thelr
vlanes blew up, the blazing wreckage plunging into the cea near

Yorktown.



Un front the carrier decks come 23 Dauntlesses that wvere launched
to £111 the shortage of fighters. The SBDg jumped the Kate
torpedo bdi:ors and shot down four of then while losing four of (:)
their woum. The anti-alrersit fire was very heavy.

The Jananese dlve bombers and torpedo planes svooped down :
on the Yorktowm, while Viflcats and Zeke.ﬂogfiihts took Plare
in the mIdst of the Japanese formations. Elght or nine torpedoes
wvore sent in at the Yorktoyn and as nany asten 550 1b, bombs were
dropped in her directlen. Yet by slillful handling, the Yorktown
dodged the torpedoes but a single bomb landed near the 1sland
superstructure on her flight deck, It tore a hole Iin three lower
decks, causing extensive damage. Two near misses also made her
leak badly.

Torpedo bombers came in off both bows of the Lexington and
launched thelr fish, Flevev wakes passed under, alongside and
forvard of the valiant Lady. It was 1lmpossible to evade so many
fast torpedoes. One hit her on the port side forward and was quickly
followed by a second on the same slide opposlite the bridge. The

dive-bonbing attack develoned while the torpedo evasion measures
vere at their height. A 5-inch ready ommunition box on the port
side of the forward main deck was hit, and a second hlt was scored
on the smolkestack structure. ilear-misses ritptured plates and

three boiler rooms were flooded.

Hor ensines were unharied and her speoed did not fall below
24 knots, but she turned avay 1listing, Shifting oll corrected the
1ist and the fires aboard wvere quickly brought under control. DBut
her fuel ninses had been damaged and this was to doom her.

While Dixon wag shadowlng the Japanese carriersg the Yorktown
had launched her thirtye-nine plane attack groupy An hour and a
quarter later the Zulkaku and Shokalm were sighted by Yorktown's
planes, Shokaku turned inte the wind and started to launch more
planes for her combat air patrol, while Zuikalku and her attendants
disappeared into a raln squall. Kt 1057, vhen all Yoriktown planes
were in position, the attack commenced tith Torpedo Squadron 5
leading the way. Wildcats protected the TDDs from Zekes ag they
came in low to release thelr fish., Right behind the TDs came
the dive=bombers,

All the torpedoes missed or falled to explode; but the SBDs
scored two hits on Shokslmu's flight cdeclts One hit was well forward
on the starboard bow and the second was well aft, The formvard hit
started a gasoline flre,

The cloud cover and rain squalls made 1t extremely difficult
for Lexington's planes to locate the Japanesa force., Three Wildeatbs
escorting the SBDs lost them in the clouds and had to return. The
torpedo squadron reached the position glven carlier and only found
the open sea below theme By flying a box search they were able to
pick up the enemy, but the dive-bombing squadron ran into thick
overcast and never found the Shokaku or Zulkalku anc¢ they had to
return to thelr carrier because they wore low on fuel. [Kleven
torpedo bombers, four dive~bombers and six Vildeats managed to
find the Japanese carziers,

Throuzh a hole in the cloud cover, the TDBbs made a spiraling
glide tornedo attack, followed by the dlve hombers. Only the SBDs
damaged the Shokalm with a third bomb hit. Zuikaku and the other O
shipg in the task force were undamaged, A1l of the planes from the
Shokaku were transferred to Zuikalku, By 1300 she headed for home,
with all of her fires extinguished. She almost capsizec on the way



and arrived in bad shape, but she zot theres

The battle of the giants was over by 11L5 May 3. As 1t stood,
the Americans could claim the victory. The Japs had lost 1 CVL,

1 DD and several minceraft sunk and 1 CV damaged. The U.S. loses

were only 1PD and 1 A0 sunl and 2 CVs damaged. But the final score

of a naval battle 13 not made up until the ships return to portg
%nd the one that never did reversed profit and loss in the enemy's
avolre.

The saga of the Lady Lex 1s Indeed a sorrovful tale. When her
pilots returned they saw her steaming majestically at 25 kmotse
The proud Lady had been blooded but showed none of her pain, Even
the damaze control officer, Cdr. H.R.Healy, grew facotiousa" Ue've
got the torpedo damange temporarily shored up the fires out and soon
will have the ship on an eveon keel, But I suggesty siry that if you
have to take any more torpedoes, ypu take'em on the starboard side."
Seconds later, at 1247, a devas%ating internal. exnlosion shook the
carrior from stem to stern. More eruptions followed,cach more wiolent
than the last. Gasoline vapors had been iznited by a rotor generator
which had aceldentally been left running. Internal comminicatiions
deteoriorateds Cdr. Healy®s control cenfer suffered major damage
and smoke poured from belew decks.

On the bridge, there was stlll hope, Planes were still landing,
the last plane coming aboard at 1414, But tie communications
system continmued to deteriorate and the officers came to the cone
clusion taht the *Lex" was doomed. At 1445 another large explosion
rocked the ship. .Additlonal vessels came to the "Lady'a" aid,
but thelr gesture was ineffective. As Captain Sherman reported
in the Lexington Aetion Report: "By this time the fire was beyond
control., Additlonal explosions were ocurring: it was reported
the warheads on the hangar deck had been at a temperature of 140°;
ready bomb storage was in the vieinity of the fire and I considered
there w~s8 a danger of the ship blowing up at any mimute. I had
previously directed sick and wounded to be disembarked in our
w haleboats and excess squadron personel had gone on lines to
the destroyer alongzide.”

SHOKAKMY



The black gang was ordered up after securins the enzinerooii.
Stean safety walwes were opened and the ship was drained of her
1ife blood and wallowed to a ston at 15630, Prepare to abandon
ship was ordered., Rafts were east loose, lines trailed to the
water and a secrch made for helpless wounded, |,

Adnmiral Fitch callecd to the Cantain, '"lWell, Ted, let's get tie
men off." Captain Sherman gave the order that stabs the heart
of every sailor who loves hils ship--and this happy sbip was loved
as few shins have becn Before or since. The abandonment was
deliberate, methodical and reluctatt. Men nlaced thelr shoes in
an orderly line before descending on the lifelines., Fortunately
the sea was calm and war:, N6 one who went oterboard was drowned;
even the cantain'’s dog was saved, Captain Sherman, Cdr. Seligman,
the exeentive officer, made a final Znspection. Last three to go
were a corporal of mrines, the execy and the ecaptain, in that order.
Admiral Fletcher directed the destroyer Phe to administer
the coun ce grace with tornedoes, Lt abou 00 the battered
Amazon gave un the ghost with one final and awful detonation as,
heal un, she slinped into a 2400 fathom deev.

In the afternoon [fdmiral Jimitz ordered the retirement of
Fletcher's force: reasons being, the enenmy had retired, saving

G

Port lMoresby, and a carrier not comnletely effective 1s extraordinarily

valnerable, !fost assurcdly he was also ¢hinking of the defensse
of Midway which was coming up very sobn., Ietcher took the main
group to Tongatabu and then on to Hawaii, Admiral Xinkaid led the
rest to loumen.,. :

On the Japanese slde, confusion reigned. Inouye ordered Talkagi
to Truk and the Port loresby Invasion was postponed until July.

Yet Yamamoto inslsted that Takagi zive chase, but i1t was much too
late for that. On the 10th Pakagi finally received definite orders
to nroceed to Truk and refilt. MNow, without alr cover, no Jap ship
would sall around ilew Guinea. The L.A.F. would see to that.

What d1d the two countries people know about the battle? Both
Janan and ‘merica made ex~ggerated claims of sinking eneny combat
vescels. Yet neither nation told its cltzens of the damage inflicted
on its own navy. For instance the ‘nerican nublic didntt find out
that the'Lady lL.ex"-had been sunk in the Coral Sea until after the
Battle of .lidway. Even by August of 19:2 the press hadn't even
mentioned that the carrier Yorktowm wns in the Coral Sea Battle.

For the Jan 1t was definitely a tactical victory since they
had inflicted far greater loss than they had received. Dut on the
other hond the Jn» stratezy had been foilled and the threat to
Australia had been eliminated. They also lost the imediate service
of two fine carrierr vhich could have been the margin of vietory
at Midway.

For the Americans the morale value of the hattle i11as iremandous
since Correzidor had fnllen while it was in »nrogress. Once nwore
the lnadequacy of the U.S. carrier aircraft was emnhasized., The
ratio of fighter planes to bouzber and tornedo planes was increased
and in the sbort month before Midway some imnrovement vas effected
in the organization and nrecision of air atltaclk, There ic no teacher
of combat that can even remotely annroach the value of combat itself:
¢all Coral Sea what you willit was an Indispensable preliminary to
the gregt victory of Midway. Surely the Rising Sun had reached
HIGH NCON,
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JAPANESE SHIP LOSSES:
Auxilary Minesweepers: o, 1, Noo 2s..5unk at Tulagi, I May.,42

Built of wood these vessels were of a simple design based on
that of a fishing vessel and these were to be converted to such
a role after the war.
Armament

Displacement|Dimensions Speed '
215 tons 97t'x 19,3'x 7'| 9% kts.] 1-3", 1-7.7mm, 6 depth charges
Tama Maryu...sunk-Tulagi, 4 May. 42
Displacemént: 260 tons.j Dimensions: 120°x 2k'x 16
Destroyer (DD): Kikutsuki...sunk at Tulagl, b May 42
This was in the Mg;gg%; Class. They were the first ships to
carry the new 24 in. torpedo, a deadly weapon in skilled hands.
The t was commissioned in 1926,
Displacement|Dimensions Spead Armament
1,313 tons| 336'x 30'x 9.75*| 37 kta{ l=l,7", 2-.30", 624" T,T,

Light Carrier (CVL): Shoho...sunk 80 mi. south of Woodlark Iss 7 May '2

Q

Converted Merchant Shipg Minesweeper:

In 1935 the Tsurugizakil was intended to be completed as a
high spped oiler. However by 1938 she was completed as a sub tender.
In 1941 she was renamed Shoho and converted to a carrier. On completion
in January, 1942 she joined the Wth carrier Division.

Displacement| Dimensions Speed |Armament :

11,262 T. | 712'x 59°x 21.75' 28 kt,| 85", 15d'A.A., 30 aircraft.
AMERTCAN LOSSES (SHIP): ' |

01ler (AO): ho...sunk in the Coral Sea 11 May,h2

Displacement|Dimensions Speed Armament
1,571 5531x75'x 327} 18,3 kto| 1-5", =3, 8-L4Omm

Destroyer (DD): Sims...sunk in the Coral Sea 7 May,u2

Sims was completed in 1938, In Nov, 41 she was on convoy
duty in the Atlantic. She was with the USS Enterprise on the
pioneer raid on the Marshalls and Gilberts in Jan. k2.
Displacement|Dimensions Speed | Armament

1,570 T. 31+8'X 36’X 10' 3"" kto 5""5"’ )‘l'-lolnA-A.., 12"21“ ToTo

Carrier (CV): Lexingtoﬁ.s.sunk in the Coral Sea 8 May 42

Laid down as a battle crulser but converted while buillding
following the Washington Naval Treaty. When completed she and
her sister, Saratoga, were the largestialrcraft carriers in the
worldﬂ remaining so until the Midway Class carrier was completed

in 1945, Complement: 3,300
Displacement|Dimensions Speed | Armament
33,000 tons| 888tx 1053 1% 2%&} 3% kt.| 8-8%, 12«5, 90 aircraft (,X




A Short Summary of " Custerf's lLast Stand "

After the end of the Civil War, the wvhite man quickly resumed
his westwvard emigration. Treaty agreements and saered hunting
grounds meant nothing to these new settlers. The Indians had but
one cholce= to flght back. By 1863 a new traty had beaen signed
wvith the Sioux, They were given the western half of South Dakota
vith mnting rights to.tho Big Horn Mountains of Wyominge IN 1875
prospectors who had accompanied Colonel Custer and the 7th U.S.
Cavalry Regiment on an offielal recconaissance into the Black Hills
discovered gold. In no time at all hordes of gold seekers invaded
the region,

The Indians watched their treaty rights smashed and, the sincere
tut hopeless efforts of the Government to halt the miners. They
even wvatched undreds of miners evicted by the Army, but they also
saw thousands of them arrive. The Indians listened %o the chiefs
who counseled rencwed resistance. Finally they began leaving the
reservation and heading west. llostilities steadily inereased. The
Indian Cormisioner ordered them to return before Jamuary 31, 1876,
Vhen the Indlens falled to comply, the Army was called upon to
enforce the order.

The Army plan called for three columns to- converge on Southeastern
Montana. lere were the majority of the hostile Indians, Illere too
wag the dynamie leader Sitting Bull, Tirst contact was made by
Brig. Gen. George Crook's ecolumn, which was approaching from the
South. At the Dattle of-the Rosebud on June 17, Crook was attacked
by a large force about 25 miles south of the Custer battlefield.
Afg:rla hard. fight, Crook withdrew and took no part in the Custer
debacle,

Meanwhile the other columns from east and wvest met on the
Yellowstone River about 70 miles from the Custer field. Col, John
Gibbon cormanded the. column from Fort Shawy Montana Territory.
Brig. Gen. Alfred Terry, overall cormander, led the last column
from Fort Abraham Lincoin near Bismark Dakota Territory. The 7th
Cavalry was the main contingent of Terry'’s foree. On June 21 Terry
gave orders for the attack, Custer would .proceed to a point south
of the Indlan encampment, Gibbon would then march up the Yellowstone
River, placing his force along the Indian's northern retreat line,
Trgppedhgetwaen the. two. forces, the Indians would have to stand
and fight.

On June 22 Custer started South. By the 25th of June he was
Just a few miles east of the ridge that seperates the Rosebud from
the Little Bighorn. On. the ridge his scouts spotted signs of the
Indlan encampment, Sirmultaneously the column saw a few Indians,
presumably scouts, directly in front of them. Custer feared that
the Indians mizht escape 1f he:didn't act fast. Forwvard was the
order. During a short halt he dlvided his regiment into thrce
battalions. He kept five companles himself, gave three each to
MajJors Reno and Benteen and assigned one to guard the pack train.




Banteen was Immedlately ordered to scout the biluffs on the lefte
Then Custer took his and Reno®s battalions and headed down what O
1s now Reno Creek, leaving the pack train behind, About 2 P.Mo ¢
as they neared the river, they saw a group of Indians a short
distance atny. Reno was ordered to pursue, At a trot Reno took
out after the fleeing Indians., Soon afterwards the Indlan village
came into view. Irom 1te southern. fringe Sioux warriors in heavy
force rode out to intercept him, Meanwhile Custer continued north
along the qast slde of the rivers

Seeing the charging Indians rushing towards him, Reno formed
- his men into line., Forward they rode, appalled by %he nunbers of
Slowx, Reno saw no hope of charging %hrough this horde and decided
to fight on foot, The man dismounted and formed line agaln, while
the horses were to some timber, .

Tasily outflanked the troopers withdrew to the cover of the
woods also, The Indians quickly infiltrated this wooded area and
eventually surrounded the ocutmmbered troops. To save his men
Reno led a wild retreat across the river and up onto the bluffs
" -on the eastern gide. The Sioux attacked mercilessly and ecasualties
were higho About % P.Ms Rene finally reached the heights. Routed,
exhiausted and almost out of ammunition, they would surely have
been annihilated had not the mein Siouxz force hurried nortinmrd
after Custer, Minutes later, Benteen joined the shaken Reno.

The combined commsnd made ready for action, Heavy gunfire to
- the north indicated that Custer had found some action too. As
.soon as the pack animals arrived, the ammunition was distrilmted,
By 5 P.M. Reno started noRth to Joln Custer, carrying his wounded
with him, When they reached a high bluff about a mile from their
starting point; they observed a large group of mounted Indians
milling around a further L miles up the river. lothing could be
sgen of Custer or his men., The Indlans soon turned thelr attention
to this new group of soldlers. Reno was foreed on the defensive
again, He and Benteen orriered a withdrawal to their original
position, Flerce fighting continued until nightfall, when the
Indians retired, Thoughts of the tired men turned to Custer,
Surely he was holed up like themselves or perhaps he pnad retired
northward to contact Gibbon.

On the 26th the Indians renwwed their attack. The wounded
mffered terribly from thirst In the dusty heat. Many heroic deeds
wore performed- some by a group of volunteers who left the hill
entrenchments to go to the river for water for their wounded comrades.
Iate that afternoon the Indlans retired, A fev remained behind
to keep the soldiers under fire until 6 P.Ms. In the wvalley balow
the great Indian encampment filed off to the Big Horn lMountains,

Reno stayed put that night. The next morning scouts of Gibhonts
column discovered the dead of Custer's command, Subseguentlyg -
contact was made with Reno's force., It wms then that the Renoe
Benteen group first learned of Cugter?s fate,

Ag soon as the scene of Custert's stand was discovered, attempts
vere made to reconstruct his battle plan. Dut the real pla.n. reosts
with him., Dofinitely lnown are these factss (1) About 3P.M, Custer

was on the eastern side of the Little Bighorn River, heading northj O

=13



(2) some miles further on they moved onto the ridge now called
Custer Hill, dismounted, fought and were destroyed by possibly
29900 to u,éoo Indiansg (3) vhen Reno®s command reached Welr Point
botween 5 and 6 P.l,, observers could-not deotect Custer’s command,
although they did see a large mass of nounted Indians about i
miles northward.

Indian accounts reveal some features of the fight. BEarly in
the struggle, War Chief Gall led a mounted charge that apparently
overvhelmed %he southern part of the battleline. Yet most of the
fighting wms on foot. The Indlans covered thelr movements by
using the many ravines and ridges that mark the battlefield, A
favorite tactic was to ereep up close and arch arrows into the
soldiers., Thus the Indlans wrought havoe wilthout exposing then-
selves to retaliation, When defenses were wealkened they could
finish the soldiers off in final, deadly rushes,

Beyond these facts little is Mo Only the statisties remain.
In the Battle of the Little Bighorn, the 7th U.S. Cavalry lost
the five companies under Custer, while the other 7 companies
under Reno and Benteen suffered added casualties of 47 dead and
52 wounded. Altogether, the dead numbered 261 officers, meng
¢ivilians and Indian scouts. Except for Custer and his officewy,
those Itilled are buried around the base of the granite memori
on the Custer battleflield. Most of the officer's bodies tere
eximmed and sent elsevhere a year after the battle, Custer®s
remalns are interred at VWest Point, R

Indian losses are not known., Sorte estimates are less than
one hundred killed,

Taken from the pamphlet " Custer Battlefield ®
Distrituted by the Natlonal Park Servicey U.S. Dept, of Interior
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