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Corporal Stiles grabbing the eagle standard of the 105th French line at Waterloo.

News and Views
Message from CMH Secretary
Eric Elder
Thank you to Don Cygan and John Brown for your articles this month. Don shares his thoughts and
pictures from a recent visit to a Cavalry Museum in London, England. John has written articles for the
American Battle Monuments Commission and this month contributes an article on why Antwerp was
chosen as a major German objective in late 1944. We look forward to more articles from members.
Last month we had our Veterans Wars convention, and we had a good variety of games. I think Saturday
attendance was lower than normal and we did not fill every game slot. Our Sunday morning swap went
well. I wish I had more to sell/trade, maybe in May I’ll have more.

A reminder to members to pay your 2022 dues. If you pay in December, it is only $50. After December
it is $60.
At our December monthly meeting we will be remembering a past member, John Setterlind, with at least
one naval game. Link to obituary (LINK). John’s main wargaming interest was WWII Pacific naval
gaming. I was fortunate to enjoy his company playtesting one of my naval games and game in several my
wargame scenarios.

John (center) trying to hold back a British amphibious assault in the Sudan.
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November
Unit of the Month
Temporarily no sponsor
Each month, at the monthly meeting, CMH members bring their latest painted figures and models to the meeting to display
their latest efforts.

CMH Member
MATT VIGIL

Scale
15mm

Manufacturer
Old Glory

Era
Ancients

Unit
Goths

Bill Daniel donated the above print to the club to raise club funds.
Thanks to Bill and to Dave Manley for purchasing the print.
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Historic Location of the Month
Memorial Continental Hall
Washington, DC
The Memorial Continental Hall was built in 1910 and was used as the site of the Washington Naval
Conference 1921-22. In 1943 it was used by the American Red Cross for wartime work. It currently is
the headquarters of the Daughters of the American Revolution. One hundred years ago on December 13,
at the Hall, the Four-Power Treaty was signed by Japan, United States, United Kingdom, and France
which agreed to recognize the status quo in the Pacific Ocean, pledging not to interfere with each other’s
territories.
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Royal Household Cavalry Museum
Museum Visit by CMH Member
Don Cygan

Every day, thousands of tourists stand for hours, straining to catch a glimpse of British royalty through the
iron gates of Buckingham Palace in London, UK. When the bright red coats and bearskins of the Guards
units parade past, or the clattering of hooves echo on the street as the shining Horse Guards trot by for the
changing of the guard, few of those tourists realize they are viewing more than just “parade-ground”
pageantry. A quick visit to the nearby museum reveals these units -- particularly the Household Cavalry –
are still active military units in the modern British Army.

Not only do these units have a colorful 18th and 19th Century history, but such units as the Blues and
Royals have served the British Army as reconnaissance forces in armored vehicles ever since World War
II. Elements of the Horse Guards have served in NATO exercises in West Germany in the 1970s, as well
as the Falklands Conflict in 1982, and most recently in Afghanistan.
I recently visited the Household Cavalry Museum, which though small,
is a rewarding experience. Not only does the museum cover the
illustrious history of the units that today (combined as two regiments)
make up the Household Cavalry (the former Royal Horse Guards and
1st Dragoons make up the Blues and Royals, while the Life Guards are
still the senior cavalry unit of the British Army), it also offers an
interactive and educational experience for the whole family.
You can access the cavalry parade grounds about a block from St.
James Park and Buckingham Palace or from Whitehall proper. When
you enter the stonework building and archway (the oldest part of the
stables was built in 1759) you first go through the gift shop (entering
and exiting, no way to avoid it, like most museums). For the military
history nut, there are a few awesome trinkets here, to include “Horse
Guards” Negroni and Gin bottles, figurines, posters, engraved
horseshoes, books, hats, toy soldiers, and other souvenirs.
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The museum displays cavalry gear and other artifacts, including a chronological history of the King’s
mounted “bodyguard” units, which can trace their lineage back to 1660. The Napoleonic era is wellcovered, with a beautiful life-size diorama of Corporal Stiles of the 1st (Royal) Dragoons seizing the
French eagle of the 105th at Waterloo. The museum recently held a ceremony in which that same French
eagle was loaned to the Horse Guards. I am sad to say I missed that experience by just a few days!

The docent informed me that with the exception of courier, standard-bearer, and musician’s mounts, the
horses are black (tradition, of course). If there are large markings that are not black on the horse (with the
exception of the odd stocking or blaze) the troopers cover it with charcoal.
One portion of the museum describes the modern reconnaissance
role of the unit, including their participation in conflicts in the
former Yugoslavia, Iraq, and Afghanistan. It is a helpful reminder
for tourists that the unit is an active military unit with commitments
to the defense of Great Britain and her interests. With four
operational squadrons using CVR(T) Scimitars, Spartans, Samsons,
and Jackal armored cars, the Household Cavalry is a vital part of the
modern British Army. One squadron is actually a unit of Forward
Air Controllers responsible for assisting the British 16 Air Assault
Brigade.
I also learned that author Jack Higgins, as well as actors Ray Milland
and Victor McLaglen were all former members of the Household
Cavalry.
Another rather sad artifact in the museum is a reminder of the
horrific Irish Republican Army IED that detonated in Hyde Park in
1982. The bomb was in a parked car and went off when the ceremonial troop of the Blues and Royals was
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riding by, killing four troopers and seven horses. It was one of the main turning points in support for the
IRA, where grisly footage of the dead horses (oddly enough, not as much for the poor troopers) turned
international sympathy against the Irish terrorist group. One seriously injured horse, Sefton, survived and
became something of a media celebrity in Britain for many years.

In the museum, there’s also an interactive portion designed as part of the old stables. From here, you can
handle the bit and bridle, saddlery, and uniform of the ceremonial troops. I got to try on the helmet,
cuirass, gauntlets, and jacket after shoving aside several British school children for that honor (just
kidding). From here you can also look through a glass window at the continuation of the stables and see
the troops under garrison inspection -- or grooming and shoeing mounts, as well as oiling and taking good
care of their saddlery -- all under the discerning eye of their troop sergeant.

7

My wife is an animal-lover but does not have much experience with horses. I have spent a fair amount of
time riding and caring for horses and assured her that the mounts of the Horse Guards are probably some
of the most spoiled and well-cared-for horses in the world.
The museum is open 10am – 6pm April through October, then 10am – 5pm November to March. As of
2021, the cost is £9.50 adults/£7.50 children. Veterans of any country are free of charge.
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Don in Cuirass, helmet, jacket, and gauntlets
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November
Game of the Month
Sponsored by Total Escape Games

Each month CMH members host games at the monthly meeting. This award is for the effort put out by the host.

CMH Member
Larry Armin & Doug
Wildfong
David Manley & Hugh
Thompson

Scale

Dave Newport

15mm

LARRY IRONS

Rules
The Men Who Would
28mm
Be Kings
28mm Shakos & Bayonets
Metal Men with Minie
Balls
15mm ADLG

Winner in RED
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Description
Zulu Dawn
It’s much better than Sharp
Practice!
Chickamauga
Tournament

Why Antwerp?
Article by CMH Member
John Brown

Historians and history enthusiasts can be inclined to view what actually happened in history as inevitable.
Historical “forces” rather than decisions, actions, or chance can be viewed as determining events. If one
accepts this point of view the German Operation Wacht on Rhein, the Ardennes Offensive that Americans
often refer to as the Battle of the Bulge, looks like a forlorn hope. It becomes testimony to Adolf Hitler’s
powers of self-delusion rather than to practical possibility.
With the overwhelming might of Anglo-American and other Allied armies closing in from the west and
south and Soviet armies closing in from the east in late 1944, what were the Germans thinking? As
slender as their prospects for ultimate victory were, they were far from zero. The highly mechanized
warfare waged by the Allies was hugely dependent on adequate logistics. Along the vast frontages the
Germans campaigned across, one critical Allied logistical node was close enough for their panzers to
reasonably reach, Antwerp. Wacht am Rhein envisioned a dramatic penetration through the Ardennes
followed by a sweeping wheel to encircle Allied forces to its north, seize Antwerp, and secure mountains
of supplies there and en route.
The logistical requirements of the Allied forces in northwest Europe were immense. The race across
France following the Normandy breakout in July and DRAGOON landings in Southern France in August
sputtered to halt because of them. Mindful of Allied logistics, the Germans fought determined battles for
major ports and sabotaged ports before losing them. Even as the year ended, they still held out in major
ports along the Bay of Biscay and much of the English Channel. Over 230,000 fully armed Germans were
defending such ports, denying them to the Allies. While the Allies painfully restored battle-damaged rail
lines and those ports they had recaptured, fleets of trucks delivered supplies over circuitous routes from
the beaches -- consuming vast amounts of fuel as they did so.
By mid-December 1944 the Allied logistical situation was much improved, albeit still fragile. Roads and
railroads were increasingly usable. Pipelines pumped fuel as far as Paris and Lyon. A rear area logistical
apparatus matured and improved upon itself. Most important, captured port complexes were finally
achieving impressive average tonnages per day: Marseilles 18,000, Antwerp 16,600, Cherbourg 6,700, Le
Havre 5,400, Rouen 5,200, Grandville 1,150. Antwerp, recently restored to Allied service, represented
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over thirty per cent of the average daily tonnage received through these major ports. It was close enough
to the front lines to minimize the fuel expended in transport. Conversely, it was also dangerously close to
the front. To seize it would require a German push of less than a hundred miles.
Complementing the German choice of Antwerp as a strategic objective was the disposition of Allied
forward zone depot areas. Major Allied offensives required that huge stockpiles be built up close enough
to the attacking units to sustain them. This created massive and vulnerable logistical clusters. One of the
most expansive Allied depot areas had accumulated around Namur in Belgium to support fierce fighting
for Aachen, the Hurtgen Forest, and other objectives nearby. Namur was in the path the Germans
proposed for their offensive and less than fifty miles from the intended point of penetration. If the
attacking German units captured the depots around Namur intact, their supply situation would be
transformed from famished to luxurious overnight. The reverse would be true for nearby Allied armies.
The Germans were not contemplating a grand victory or a knockout blow. It would be enough to inflict a
discouraging defeat, taking out a fraction of the western Allies’ force structure and hopelessly ensnarling
their logistics. The loss of the depots around Namur and the use of the port of Antwerp would set the
western Allies back months, if not more. Meanwhile, taking advantage of interior lines and winter
weather’s degradation of Allied tactical airpower, the Germans could hope to shift their weight east and
inflict a similar defeat on the operationally clumsier Soviets.
The German General Staff and Hitler himself were mindful of the precedent set by Frederick the Great in
the Seven Years War, using interior lines to strike decisive blows against one and then another of his
enemies’ more numerous surrounding armies. He lasted long enough and inflicted so much damage that
he discouraged his adversaries and so impressed the new Czar as to achieve a separate peace. The
coalition against Frederick fell apart. The Germans had reason to hope the World War II coalition against
them would prove similarly fragile if faced with recurrent defeats, even if modest. A separate peace with
either the Soviets or the western Allies could save the Third Reich.
The half million men and over two dozen divisions the Germans threw into Wacht am Rhein represented
a spectacular gamble, but it not an insane one. It was not defeated by historical forces or the inevitability
of Allied victory. It was defeated by the tenacious defense of initially outnumbered American soldiers and
by the skill and speed with which Allied forces mounted a counteroffensive. Courage, competence, and
sacrifice on the battlefield saved the Allies from an embarrassing defeat.
This article is adapted from material John submitted to the American Battle Monuments Commission is
support of “American Armies and Battlefields in Europe: World War II.”
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2022 Conventions
Date

Name

Location

January
14-17

Hexacon

Broomfield, CO

February
24-27

Genghis Con

Aurora, CO

March
4-6
25-29

Cincycon
AdeptiCon

Hamilton, OH
Schaumburg, IL

13

Colorado Military Historians, Inc.
Colorado Military Historians (CMH) is a non-profit organization whose
purpose is to promote historical wargaming and the study of military history.
Founded in 1965, CMH meets monthly on the second Sunday of the month,
except in May when the meeting is deferred to the third Sunday. The
meeting starts at noon at the Baker Recreation Center, 6751 Irving Street
(just a few blocks west of Federal Blvd), Denver, Colorado. The club also
hosts gaming at least one Friday night a month, called “Friday Night Fights”
(FNF) at 7:00 p.m. Friday meetings will be held at a future determined
location. See website for latest information.

CMH Newsletter
The CMH Newsletter is a monthly
newsletter published by the Colorado
Military Historians. Views expressed
in this publication do not necessarily
reflect those of all CMH members.
Mailing Address:
Eric Elder
9529 Castle Ridge Cir.
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129
Phone: 303-933-4723
Email: eegist@hotmail.com
Editor/Layout: Eric Elder
Next Issue: January 2022

2021/2022 CMH Board
Members
President:
Nate Forte
natforteg1@gmail.com

CMH maintains ties with numerous local, regional, and national groups to
help promote the hobby. CMH is governed by member-elected officers
serving on the Board of Directors (executive board). Terms of office are one
year, with elections held at the May meeting. New members are accepted
after attending three CMH functions and a vote of the membership. Dues are
$60.00 per year, payable in January. Members wishing to receive a snailmailed newsletter subscription must pay an additional fee of $15.00 per year.
Authors retain ownership of articles and graphics published. CMH reserves
the right to edit or reject submissions to the newsletter.
One year Adult Membership: $60.00
Half year Adult Membership: $30.00
(For NEW members who join after June 30)
Family Membership: $60.00 (one Adult and any number of offspring)
Student Membership: $30.00 (16 to 22 years old)
Children:
free (younger than 16 accompanied by member)

Club Links:
Web Site: https://cmhweb.org/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/cmhgamers/
Groups.io Group: https://groups.io/g/cmhweb
Discord: https://discord.gg/DAP2Gn
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Vice-President
Jim Rairdon
rairdon8071@comcast.net
Secretary
Eric Elder
eegist@hotmail.com
Treasurer
Larry Irons
Historian
Doug Wildfong
dwwild84@gmail.com

