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Game of Crossfire using the Tabletop Simulator PC game.
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News and Views 
Message from CMH Secretary 

Eric Elder 

 

I would like to thank Bill for his article about his Dad during WWII.  Maybe we could share other stories 

about some of our family members past service.  I am sure there are some interesting family stories. 

 

Due to the current COVID-19 virus pandemic, the Board has made the decision to cancel upcoming 

Friday Night Fights and Monthly meetings.  We will let the club membership know when meetings will 

resume.  Our West Wars convention in May is still on the schedule but may be cancelled or rescheduled.  

Feel free to let Doug Wildfong (dwwild84@gmail.com) know a game you would like to run at the 

convention. 

 

Some of our members have had group gaming success using the Tabletop Simulator PC game.  With 

Tabletop Simulator you can play a wide range of boardgames virtually with fellow gamers.  Voice chat 

can be provided by an application such as Discord. 

 

 
 

Here is a list of wargames on Tabletop Simulator: 

https://steamcommunity.com/sharedfiles/filedetails/?id=1385350436 

 

These are challenging times and I wish everyone stay safe.  While at home I hope you are enjoying 

reducing that pile of unpainted miniatures.  Unfortunately, I am not getting in as much time for my hobby 

due to my work continuing and having to school my daughter. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dwwild84@gmail.com
https://steamcommunity.com/sharedfiles/filedetails/?id=1385350436
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March 

Unit of the Month 

Temporarily no sponsor 
 

 

Each month, at the monthly meeting, CMH members bring their latest painted figures and models to the meeting to display 

their latest efforts. 
 

CMH Member Scale Manufacturer Era Unit 

Tim Parker 15mm Various Ancients Selucids Army 

Terry Shockey 28mm Knuckleduster Wild West Barbershop + Spaghetti Faction 

Hugh Thompson 30mm Mophions 1920 John Carter of Mars 

Larry Irons 15mm Various Ancients Macedonian Allies 
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March 

Game of the Month 
Sponsored by Total Escape Games 

 

 
Each month CMH members host games at the monthly meeting.   This award is for the effort put out by the host. 

 

CMH Member Scale Rules Description 

Hugh Thompson 15mm AQMF 
Battle of Brewers Hills Power 

Station 

JEFF LAMBERT - Kaiser’s Pirates WWI Naval Raiders 

Larry Irons 25mm ADLG Rome vs Carthage 

Nate Forte 1:144 Wings of Glory Tripods and Triplanes 
Winner in RED 
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Historic Location of the Month 

 

Camp Devens  

 
Camp Devens was established in 1917 and trained 100,000 soldiers for service overseas.  This base was 

one of the highest areas of influenza.  About 15,000 contracted the flu killing more than 800.  A portion of 

the base is still in operation today as an Army Reserves installation. 

 
 

 
Boston Red Cross volunteers assemble gauze influenza masks  

for use at Camp Devens (photo: National Archives) 
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Operation Reunion 
POW Rescue from Romania August 1944 

Article from CMH Member 

Bill Daniel 

 

My Father LT. John F. Daniel was an air group Navigator in the 15th  Air Force. He was forced to bail out 

on a Mission to Budapest on May 31, 1944. He was quickly captured by Romanian Forces. He was 

moved to the Main POW camp near Bucharest and spent most of the summer playing cribbage. In August 

1944, the Soviet Army crossed into Romania and threatened the entire Balkans. On August 23, 1944 

Romania's King Michael summoned the government and surrendered to the Russians. The Germans 

responded by bombing the palace and other targets in the city. The guards at the POW camps abandoned 

their posts, and the prisoners discussed what to do. 
 

More than 1200 Allied airmen were in danger of being overrun by my either the Germans or Russians. 

The senior officer came up with a plan to be flown to Italy aboard a Romanian Air Force airplane, and his 

arrival there triggered mass evacuations.  

 

That leader was Colonel John A. Gunn, former commander of the 454th Bombardment Group. Gunn flew 

from Romania to Italy in the cramped fuselage of a German Me-109 fighter aircraft, flown by a Rumanian 

air force officer named Captain Constantin Cantazuzino. They had the German fighter painted with a 

large American flag on both sides, hoping it would not be shot down by either American or British forces 

in Italy. The plan succeeded. Allied forces recognized the former enemy airplane as friendly and allowed 

it to land at an American bomber base. Gunn climbed out of the cramped fuselage and found 

transportation to Bari to meet with Fifteenth Air Force officials. The Fifteenth Air Force was eager to 

respond. Its leaders authorized the conversion of almost forty of the B-17s of the Fifth Bombardment 

Wing into temporary troop transports. 

 

Here are some picture of the operation and Bucharest that my father had. 

 

Russian troops show the POW their rifles 
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Russian Armor Moving North of Bucharest 

 
 

Captain Jackson a P-38 pilot check out a ME 109 

 
 

Another ME 109 

 
 

B-17’s waiting to load 
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Colorado Military Historians, Inc. 

 
Colorado Military Historians (CMH) is a non-profit organization whose 

purpose is to promote historical wargaming and the study of military history.    

Founded in 1965, CMH meets monthly on the second Sunday of the month, 

except in May when the meeting is deferred to the third Sunday.  The 

meeting starts at noon at the Baker Recreation Center, 6751 Irving Street 

(just a few blocks west of Federal Blvd), Denver, Colorado.  The club also 

hosts gaming at least one Friday night a month, called “Friday Night Fights” 

(FNF) at 7:00 p.m.  Friday meetings will be held at a future determined 

location.  See website for latest information. 

 

 
 

CMH maintains ties with numerous local, regional and national groups to 

help promote the hobby.  CMH is governed by member-elected officers 

serving on the Board of Directors (executive board).   Terms of office are 

one year, with elections held at the May meeting.   New members are 

accepted after attending three CMH functions and a vote of the membership.   

Dues are $50.00 per year, payable in January.   Members wishing to receive 

a snail-mailed newsletter subscription must pay an additional fee of $15.00 

per year.  Authors retain ownership of articles and graphics published.   

CMH reserves the right to edit or reject submissions to the newsletter. 

 
One year Adult Membership: $50.00 

Half year Adult Membership: $25.00 

(For NEW members who join after June 30) 

Family Membership: $50.00 (one Adult and any number of offspring) 

Student Membership: $25.00 (16 to 22 years old) 

Children:  free (younger than 16 accompanied by member) 

 

 

 

Club Links: 

Web Site: https://cmhweb.org/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/cmhgamers/ 

Groups.io Group: https://groups.io/g/cmhweb 

CMH Newsletter 
 

The CMH Newsletter is a monthly 

newsletter published by the Colorado 
Military Historians.   Views expressed 

in this publication do not necessarily 
reflect those of all CMH members. 

 

Mailing Address: 
Eric Elder 

9529 Castle Ridge Cir. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 

 

Phone: 303-933-4723 

 
Email: eegist@hotmail.com 

 

Editor/Layout: Eric Elder 
 

Next Issue:  May 2020 

 

2019/2020 CMH Board 

Members 
 

 

President: 
Nate Forte 

natforteg1@gmail.com 

 
Vice-President 

Jim Rairdon 

airdon8071@comcast.net 
 

Secretary 

Eric Elder 
eegist@hotmail.com 

 

Treasurer 
Larry Irons 

 

Historian 
Doug Wildfong 

dwwild84@gmail.com 
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