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Dragon’s Teeth at the Siegfried Line near Losheim, German border.

News and Views
Message from CMH Secretary
Eric Elder
This month we have two articles. Thank you to Don Cygan and Larry Irons for their articles on Don’s
Bastogne visit and Larry’s overview of his upcoming February monthly meeting game.

The Bois Jacques (Jack’s Woods) outside of Bastogne on a cold and snowy day.
There are still foxholes in there where “Band of Brothers” Easy Company/506th PIR, 101st Airborne were dug in!

We are no longer continuing our Meetup subscription due to cost. We continue to have online options for
non-members to discover our club (groups.io, www.cmhweb.org, and Facebook).

Boardgame room on Saturday at Hexacon

I attended the Hexacon convention with a group of fellow members and ran a successful well attended
game. Unfortunately, not all of us had as much success. The convention continues to be small with lower
attendance than Tacticon. I still have hope for it to grow and plan to attend to show non-historical gamers
out there our hobby.
The next upcoming local convention is Genghis Con (Feb 13-16). Currently there are barely any
historical miniature games. Miniature wise, it appears to be tournament heavy. The Vendor room is
available for non-paying convention goers. The variety of Vendors this year looks good.
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January
Unit of the Month
Temporarily no sponsor
Each month, at the monthly meeting, CMH members bring their latest painted figures and models to the meeting to display
their latest efforts.

CMH Member
Jeff Lambert
Jeff Lambert
Terry Shockey

Scale
1:200
1:144
15mm

Doug Wildfong

28mm

Greg Skelly
Scott Holder
Dave Newport
Dave Manley

15mm
28mm
28mm
15mm

Manufacturer
Warlord
Trumpeter/Attack
Irregular, Minifig,
Old Glory
Battlefront
Newline Designs
Footsore

3

Era
Korea
Korea
SyFy

Unit
F86, Mig 15
F86, Mig 15
Slaver Tripod

Medieval

Indian Mogul Elephants

WWII
Ancients
Ancients
Ancients

FJ Sturm.
Sumerion carts
Athenian & Spartan Hoplites
German light & Medium inf, cmd

75th Anniversary of the Battle of the Bulge
Tour Report from CMH Member
Don Cygan
The 75th anniversary and commemoration of the Battle of the Bulge took place in Bastogne, Belgium last
month, with the “Nuts” Weekend (December 14-15) the high point of celebrations and remembrances for
Europeans and Americans alike.
I was privileged to attend and witness this historic
ceremony, as well as partake in a Stephen Ambrose
Historical Tour of other locations relating to Hitler’s
failed 1944 Ardennes Offensive. I have traveled to
Bastogne several times while researching my book, No
Silent Night: The Christmas Battle for Bastogne, but
this was the first time I had traveled there in winter.
Believe me, the miserable cold, rain, wind, and snow
really brought the experience to life, (though obviously,
we were much more comfortable in our tour coach and
inn than those poor fellows fighting for their lives in
foxholes in ’44). Photo to the left shows the muchfought-over bridge at Stavelot, Belgium.
After three days following the story of the northern shoulder -- including the trail of Kampfgruppe Peiper
through Lanzerath to La Gleize -- we attended the ceremonies in Bastogne. The city was packed with
WWII reenactors, tourists, officials, media, and a tiny smattering of veterans. (Unfortunately, there were
very few surviving WWII vets able to endure the trip at their golden age, but the few that attended
definitely had the “soldierly spirit” and enriched the experience for everyone with their poignant stories).
Celebrations included the new, experiential, (but crowded!), museum at Mardasson, as well as a lightshow near the monument that evening. Fireworks erupted Friday night over the Heintz Barracks -location of General Anthony McAuliffe’s HQ where he responded to the German surrender request with
the famous “Nuts!” memo.
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For you tread-heads, there was a wonderful parade of military vehicles down the main street of Bastogne
on Saturday afternoon, to include multiple M4 Sherman variants, half-tracks, jeeps, trucks, and one of the
only operable Mk V Panther tanks owned by the French military museum at Samur. European reenactors
were everywhere, and although I admire their appreciation of the Americans who saved their town 75
years ago, I have to question historical accuracy of the female reenactors dressed in GI combat uniforms
wearing sunglasses and pink hair. Oh well, their heart is in the right place
.
I was able to get away to the Western perimeter where the battle in my book takes place – near the
outlying towns of Hemroulle, Rolle, and Champs. Not to worry, I am working up a game scenario(s)
based on the German attacks that took place on Christmas in this area. Now with a better understanding of
the terrain, I plan to work on some Flames of War or WWII: Battlefront rules into a campaign for those
interested (probably 15mm or 10mm scale). Always looking for advice, help, or just interested gametesters/players. Perhaps some articles detailing this design process in the future.
As you can tell, this was a once-in-a-lifetime, amazing experience that I felt honored to attend. See you all
soon!
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Don had the pleasure of meeting actor Shane Taylor,
who played the medic Eugene “Doc” Roe in the “Band of Brothers” series.
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January
Game of the Month
Sponsored by Total Escape Games

Each month CMH members host games at the monthly meeting. This award is for the effort put out by the host.

CMH Member
Dave Newport
Doug Marston
DAVE MANLEY
Steve Van Dyke
John Brown

Scale
15mm
25mm
28mm
1:1200
15mm

Rules
Tactical Combat
Knights & Majick
Black Powder
Serenissima
D3H2

Winner in RED
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Description
Opening Hours of the Bulge
Viking Raid on Irish Village
Princeton 1:1777
Galley Renaissance Warfare
Playtesting HOTT revision

Historic Location of the Month
San Miguel de Agüi Castle

The Battle of Agüi was fought at Fuerte de Agüi, near Ancud, Chiloé on February 18, 1820 between
Chilean patriots and Spanish royalists, during the Chilean War of Independence. After the successful
capture of Valdivia Lord Cochrane sought to occupy the Chiloé Archipelago which was the last
stronghold of the Spanish in Chile. The battle was part of an effort to drive Spanish forces from the
Chiloé archipelago, some of which were fortified in the San Miguel de Agüi Castle. The patriots were
unable to capture the castle and retreated from the battle.
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Battle of the Elephants
Using L’Arte de La Guerre (ADLG) Wargame Rules
Article from CMH Member
Larry Irons
At the February meeting of CMH, Rich Kastens and I will fight a
battle between Galatians and Seleucids. The historical battle
became known as the Battle of the Elephants. In the year 278 BC
Galatians passed into Asia Minor under the leadership of Leonnorii
as allies of Nicomedes I of Bithynia. In 275 BC the Galatians clashed
with the Seleucids commanded by their King, Antiochus I Soter. The
battle did not start out well for Antiochus as his elephants were
frightened of the Galatians! But Antiochus led his infantry into
battle and defeated the barbarians.
This game will be played using L’Arte de La Guerre (ADLG) wargame
rules by Herve’ Caille in 25mm. We welcome interested players.
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January Meeting Photos
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Colorado Military Historians, Inc.
Colorado Military Historians (CMH) is a non-profit organization whose
purpose is to promote historical wargaming and the study of military history.
Founded in 1965, CMH meets monthly on the second Sunday of the month,
except in May when the meeting is deferred to the third Sunday. The
meeting starts at noon at the Baker Recreation Center, 6751 Irving Street
(just a few blocks west of Federal Blvd), Denver, Colorado. The club also
hosts gaming at least one Friday night a month, called “Friday Night Fights”
(FNF) at 7:00 p.m. Friday meetings will be held at a future determined
location. See website for latest information.

CMH Newsletter
The CMH Newsletter is a monthly
newsletter published by the Colorado
Military Historians. Views expressed
in this publication do not necessarily
reflect those of all CMH members.
Mailing Address:
Eric Elder
9529 Castle Ridge Cir.
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129
Phone: 303-933-4723
Email: eegist@hotmail.com
Editor/Layout: Eric Elder
Next Issue: March 2020

2019/2020 CMH Board
Members
CMH maintains ties with numerous local, regional and national groups to
help promote the hobby. CMH is governed by member-elected officers
serving on the Board of Directors (executive board). Terms of office are
one year, with elections held at the May meeting.
New members are
accepted after attending three CMH functions and a vote of the membership.
Dues are $50.00 per year, payable in January. Members wishing to receive
a snail-mailed newsletter subscription must pay an additional fee of $15.00
per year. Authors retain ownership of articles and graphics published.
CMH reserves the right to edit or reject submissions to the newsletter.

President:
Nate Forte
natforteg1@gmail.com

One year Adult Membership: $50.00
Half year Adult Membership: $25.00
(For NEW members who join after June 30)
Family Membership: $50.00 (one Adult and any number of offspring)
Student Membership: $25.00 (16 to 22 years old)
Children:
free (younger than 16 accompanied by member)

Historian
Doug Wildfong
dwwild84@gmail.com

Club Links:
Web Site: https://cmhweb.org/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/cmhgamers/
Groups.io Group: https://groups.io/g/cmhweb

11

Vice-President
Jim Rairdon
airdon8071@comcast.net
Secretary
Eric Elder
eegist@hotmail.com
Treasurer
Larry Irons

