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News and Views 
Message from CMH Secretary 

Eric Elder 

 

 

This month I would like thank John Brown and John Owen for their articles this month.  John Brown will 

be running a D3H2 playtest at the December monthly meeting.  His article explains the breakdown of the 

playtest.  John Owen shares with us a book review on US and German equipment. 

 

Our Veterans Wars convention in November was an excellent success.  Thanks to Doug for coordinating 

the convention, volunteers and all the gamers who came to host and play games.  Also, thanks to John 

Setterlind for taking additional Veterans Wars photos. 

 

A new hobby store has opened in our area, HobbyTown Littleton.  It is located at 7981 South Broadway.  

I have not popped in yet, but I believe it is like the other HobbyTowns. 

 

Like a broken record, I will mention again, Hexacon Convention (January 17-20) is a go at the Radisson 

in Aurora.  Contact me if you want to run a game at the convention.  I will get a convention badge for 

you.  There is a deadline of January 3rd to submit events.  My email address is at the end of the newsletter. 
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November 

Unit of the Month 

Temporarily no sponsor 
 

 

Each month, at the monthly meeting, CMH members bring their latest painted figures and models to the meeting to display 

their latest efforts. 
 

CMH Member Scale Manufacturer Era Unit 

Eric Elder 15mm Battlefront WWI Canadian Armored Car 

Dave Manley 15mm  Ancient Roman Ruins 

Dave Manley 15mm  Ancient German Cavalry 

Dave Manley 28mm   Norman Commanders 

Terry Shockey 28mm  Western Mounted Westerners 

DOUG MARSTON 28mm Grenadier Fantasy Goblin War Giant 
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December D3H2 Playtest 
Upcoming Playtest from CMH Member 

John Brown 

 

As we mentioned in our last newsletter, John Brown (the author) and Terry Shockey will host a session 

play testing D3H2 at the regular monthly meeting in the Baker Recreation Center on 8 December.  D3H2 

is a hybridization of the widely popular De Bellis Antiquitatis 3.0 (DBA) and Hordes of the Things 2.0 

(HOTT) that have brought so many of us pleasure over the years. Ten DBx enthusiasts from CMH and 

CSGA have already signed up, and all are welcome.  

 

As most of you know, DBA pits historical ancient and medieval armies against each other, whereas 

HOTT further mobilizes the world of fantasy. The two games played much the same way for many years, 

but that changed with the publication of DBA Version 3.0. Tom Thomas, a prominent member of the 

DBA Revising Committee acknowledged by Phil Barker in his De Bellis Antiquitatis Version 3.0, has 

designed D3H2 to enrich the much improved and smoothly playable rules of DBA 3.0 with the denizens 

of fantasy. 

 

 
 

After the session play testers will be asked to fill out a brief survey assessing their reactions to D3H2.  In 

addition to the general experience, we will be interested in some particulars with respect to D3H2: 

 

1. Does the richer variety of units and capabilities improve on DBA? 

2. Does the more precise definition of units improve on HOTT? 

3. Is the refined point system an improvement over both DBA and HOTT? 

4. Is terrain generation, including uncertainty, more satisfying than HOTT? 

5. Are the playing mechanics an improvement over HOTT, specifically:  

a. Base width measurement? 

b. PIP priorities? 

c. Subsequent moves? 

d. Shooting arcs and priorities? 

e. X-Ray TZs? 

f. Other differences players notice? 

6. Are the conditions for victory more satisfactory than in HOTT?  
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For a copy of the additional rules that transform DBA 3.0 into D3H2 contact John at 

jsandmbbrown@msn.com.  You will need the DBA 3.0 rules, the base document, to make sense of them.  

 

We will play test in two rounds in a tournament format. This, along with prizes, is intended to generate 

banter and interest.  We will play with 72 AP armies to encourage the largest possible mix of different 

unit types.  Participants can play individually or as teams, as they prefer.  Most armies will be 15mm on 

30” by 48” mats.  By special request Doug Rains and Doug Mudd from CSGA are going to go at each 

other in 28mm, largely to display Doug Rains’ cocker spaniel sized Oliphant to maximum visual effect! 

Terrain pieces and loaner armies will be available.  

 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

 
 

      
 

mailto:jsandmbbrown@msn.com
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November 

Game of the Month 
Sponsored by Total Escape Games 

 

 
Each month CMH members host games at the monthly meeting.   This award is for the effort put out by the host. 

 

CMH Member Scale Rules Description 

DAVE NEWPORT 15mm 
Metal Men with 

Musket Balls 
Napoleonic 

Rick Stockton 28mm  Western 

Tim Parker 28mm Blood and Plunder  Escape from Booty Island 

Winner in RED 
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Historic Location of the Month 

 

Crucifix Corner Cemetery, Villers-Bretonneux, France 

 
 

 
 

 

I recently learned that my Great-Great Uncle Robert Passmore was a Canadian soldier in WWI.  He was 

killed in action on the first day of the Battle of Amiens, August 8, 1918.  He is buried in the Crucifix 

Corner Cemetery in France.  It contains 660 Commonwealth burials of the First World War. 
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Veteran’s Wars 2019 Photos 
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United States vs. German Equipment 1945 
Book Review by CMH Member 

John Owen 

 

United States vs. German Equipment 1945 by Uwe Feist, Stackpole Books, 2013. 

 

This volume is a compendium of the report submitted to 

General Eisenhower by Major General Isaac. D. White, 

commanding 2nd Armored Division, at SHAEF’s 

request.  Eisenhower wanted some input directly from a 

combat unit to clarify various impressions and rumors 

that filtered into his HQ.  Sadly, he did not make the 

request until 18 March 1945, when it was far too late to 

take any corrective actions recommended.     

 

General White wasted no time in having his staff solicit 

testimony from all levels in the Division, from Combat 

Command senior officers to company officers and tank 

crewmen. 

    

The completed report was forwarded within a few days; 

most interviewees were evidently gratified higher HQ 

actually asked their opinion, and commented candidly. 

 

The best narrative feedback from the resulting inquiry is 

reprinted here.  While there is some repetition, it provides 

insight into the almost universal frustration the tankers 

felt when pitting their inadequate vehicles against 

German Mk V and Mk VI armor.  The principal villain blocking efforts to upgrade U.S. tanks was the 

Army Ground Forces.  This organization fought development of the M-26 Pershing tank, and then 

opposed it incorporating a 90mm gun, demanding substitution of a 76mm.  Only intervention of General 

Marshall kept the M-26 program on life support, which ended up sending only 20 M-26s to Europe to see 

combat.   Portions of the remaining production run were sent too late to Okinawa, where they might have 

proved invaluable. 
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Though armor comparisons are most obvious, the report is comprehensive in that it covers such diverse 

categories as artillery, small arms, antitank weapons, halftracks, grenades, rations, clothing, protective 

gear, radios, utility vehicles, and medical first aid.  Extensive photographs accompany each category 

evaluated; German equipment is very well represented.  Included are specifications of the individual 

equipment being compared.  

 

For the great majority of items, U.S. equipment stacked up favorably, two notable exceptions being the 

bazooka vs. panzerfaust, and armor in general.  A couple of comments stand out:  One sergeant stated 

flatly that the Allied weapon that accounted for the most German tanks was nothing 2nd Armored 

possessed; it was the P-47!  Another opined that had the division been provided a superior tank cannon, 

many more tanks – and their crews – would be present for the current inquiry.  

 

 
 

This resource is valuable to readers of military history generally and specifically to war gamers.  The 

latter who design scenarios or games based in the European Theater may want to reconsider relative 

values assigned considering the testimony from actual combatants.  Performance characteristics 

notwithstanding, training and experience enhanced or degraded those characteristics.  Wehrmacht and 

Waffen SS troops often had years of combat on the Eastern Front, while fewer American forces had that 

benefit in Normandy, and faced a long learning curve. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  

 

11 

 

Colorado Military Historians, Inc. 

 
Colorado Military Historians (CMH) is a non-profit organization whose 

purpose is to promote historical wargaming and the study of military history.    

Founded in 1965, CMH meets monthly on the second Sunday of the month, 

except in May when the meeting is deferred to the third Sunday.  The 

meeting starts at noon at the Baker Recreation Center, 6751 Irving Street 

(just a few blocks west of Federal Blvd), Denver, Colorado.  The club also 

hosts gaming at least one Friday night a month, called “Friday Night Fights” 

(FNF) at 7:00 p.m.  Friday meetings will be held at a future determined 

location.  See website for latest information. 

 

 
 

CMH maintains ties with numerous local, regional and national groups to 

help promote the hobby.  CMH is governed by member-elected officers 

serving on the Board of Directors (executive board).   Terms of office are 

one year, with elections held at the May meeting.   New members are 

accepted after attending three CMH functions and a vote of the membership.   

Dues are $50.00 per year, payable in January.   Members wishing to receive 

a snail-mailed newsletter subscription must pay an additional fee of $15.00 

per year.  Authors retain ownership of articles and graphics published.   

CMH reserves the right to edit or reject submissions to the newsletter. 

 
One year Adult Membership: $50.00 

Half year Adult Membership: $25.00 

(For NEW members who join after June 30) 

Family Membership: $50.00 (one Adult and any number of offspring) 

Student Membership: $25.00 (16 to 22 years old) 

Children:  free (younger than 16 accompanied by member) 

 

 

 

Club Links: 

Web Site: https://cmhweb.org/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/cmhgamers/ 

Groups.io Group: https://groups.io/g/cmhweb 

Meetup: https://www.meetup.com/Colorado-Military-Historians-Meetup/ 
 

CMH Newsletter 
 
The CMH Newsletter is a monthly 

newsletter published by the Colorado 

Military Historians.   Views expressed 
in this publication do not necessarily 

reflect those of all CMH members. 

 
Mailing Address: 

Eric Elder 
9529 Castle Ridge Cir. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 

 
Phone: 303-933-4723 

 

Email: eegist@hotmail.com 
 

Editor/Layout: Eric Elder 

 
Next Issue:  January 2020 

 

2019/2020 CMH Board 

Members 
 
 

President: 

Nate Forte 
natforteg1@gmail.com 

 

Vice-President 
Jim Rairdon 

airdon8071@comcast.net 

 
Secretary 

Eric Elder 

eegist@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer 

Larry Irons 
 

Historian 

Doug Wildfong 
dwwild84@gmail.com 

 

 

Seven Years’ War in March 

Seven Years’ War in March 
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