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Sua Sponte – US Army Rangers in the Modern Era 

By James L. Rairdon, DM, FLMI 

Part Five – The Global War on Terror – 2001 - 2007 

With the attacks upon America on September 11, 2001 by Al Queda, the Global War on 
Terror (“GWOT”) began.  The Regiment began combat operations just a month later, and has 
been in continuous combat ever since.  While the number of operations is too extensive to cover 
completely, this article will cover GWOT from 2001 to 2007.  This includes Operations Rhino 
and Bastogne, the Rescue at Takur Ghar, Operation Iraqi Freedom, including Haditha Dam, and 
the establishment of the Regimental Special Troops Battalion. 

Operations Rhino and Bastogne 

On October 19, 2001, the Regiment conducted its first combat jump (Operation Rhino) 
onto an airfield in southwest of Kandahar, Afghanistan.   Elements of Companies A and C, 3rd 
Battalion jumped from about 800 feet on a moonless night. As has been pointed out previously, 
airport seizure is a primary Ranger mission.  Company A secured the airfield while Company C 
seized a walled compound nearby (Baker, 2010, Skovlund, 2014).   

On November 16, 2001, a couple of squads from Company B, 3rd Battalion jumped into 
another airfield.  The Rangers were accompanied by US Air Force Special Tactics personnel.  
The jump was another low-level jump (500’) in cooler temperatures, which make the descent 
faster.  Almost all personnel were injured upon landing on the drop zone in the vicinity of 
Alimarden Kan-E-Bagat, Afghanistan.  The mission was to establish a Forward Arming and 
Refueling Point (“FARP”).  This jump was proceeded (November 13) by a High Altitude Low 
Opening (“HALO”) jump by the Regimental Reconnaissance Detachment onto the objective 
(Baker, 2010, Skovlund, 2014).   

Takur Ghar (2002) 

In an effort to find and capture Usama ben Laden operations were conducted in 
Afghanistan.  These included Operation Anaconda.  This operation was designed to eliminate 
pockets of Taliban in the high mountain areas.  This was a multi-unit operation with ground 
forces provided by the 10th Mountain Division and the 101st Airborne Division.  To provide 
intelligence about enemy movements the decision was to place a SEAL unit on the top of the 
10,000’ mountain Takur Ghar.  On March 4, 2002, the SEALs were inserted by a MH-47E 
helicopters.  Unfortunately, there were a large number of Taliban fighter on the mountain top.  
After taking fire from the Taliban the helicopter made violent movements, and SEAL Petty 
Officer Neil Roberts, who had unhooked himself prematurely, fell from the rear ramp.  The first 
helicopter managed a controlled crash a few hundred feet below Roberts.  A second helicopter, 
who was on a mission nearby picked up the SEALs and the aircrew, but were too heavy to reach 
the top to attempt to rescue Roberts.  Back in Bagram a Quick Reaction Force (“QRF”) of 
Rangers were assembled to rescue Roberts.  The QRF was in two Chinooks.  Unfortunately, the 
QRF was not informed about the presence of a large Taliban force on the mountain top, so they 



tried to land on top of the mountain, and one of them was shot down.  Fortunately, the helicopter 
crashed with the front of the helicopter pointed uphill towards an enemy bunker.  Close air 
support was provided, which helped to take the pressure off of the QFR. The second QRF 
helicopter landed 2000’ below the first.  The Rangers conducted a two hour climb up 45-75o 
slopes to go to the aid of the pinned down Rangers of the first helicopter.  The Rangers linked up 
with the first part of the QRF and conducted assaults of the enemy positions.  The Rangers 
continued to defend the mountain top until helicopters could extract them.  The seven KIAs 
made this the most expensive operation for Special Operations since Mogadishu (Bahmanyar, 
2005; Baker, 2010, Skovlund, 2014).  Skovlund (2014) commented: 

The mission did not stop after Operation Anaconda. The infrastructure for military 
operations in Afghanistan was nearly nonexistent in 2OO2. Bagram, the largest base in 
Afghanistan today, only consisted of about thirty tents at the time. Because of this, 
Rangers were one of the few units who had the flexibility to conduct missions, as the 
conventional Army was still getting its feet on solid ground. Individual Ranger platoons 
were working out of safe houses, receiving their missions via radio and resupply from the 
air. Their Ground Mobility Vehicles (GMV's) were not compatible with the terrain at that 
time, so they had to improvise by moving on foot or using local vehicles. Many units 
could think of reasons not to conduct operations. The Rangers received missions and 
figured out a way to complete them, no matter what the obstacles were. Their tenacity 
flexibility, and ability to find unconventional solutions allowed coalition forces to 
continue the mission (p. 31). 

In February 2003, the Rangers conducted combat operations, including combat jumps, in 
the mountains of Afghanistan.  These operations were labeled “Operation Winter Strike” and was 
designed to find Al Queda operatives.  The Regiment operated in the mountains and lived off of 
the land.  They did not seek shelter in Afghan houses, and set up their own patrol bases in the 
winter conditions.  This was a testament to the flexibility of the Rangers (Skovlund, 2014).   

Operation Iraqi Freedom 2003 – 2010 

On March 19th, 2003, the President declared the beginning of combat operations in Iraq. 
The Regiment was assigned many high priority operations.  One of which was the raid upon the 
Al Qadisiyah chemical weapons compound.  On March 23rd, Rangers inserted by helicopter to 
provide security for a Special Mission Unit (“SMU”) searched the facility.  The Rangers came 
under fire as they descended upon the compound.   The enemy vehicles that were coming to the 
compound were neutralized by the orbiting gunships that were deployed exactly for that purpose.  
The raid was ultimately successful, but what was seized at the compound remains classified 
(Skovlund, 2014).   

Haditha Dam (2003) 

Part of the ground campaign was conducted by the 3rd Infantry Division.  The 3rd was 
moving toward Baghdad, and the Regiment was called upon to protect its flank.  The Haditha 
Dam created a reservoir on the Euphrates River.  Sadaam had threatened to destroy the dam, 
which would result in the flooding of the route of march of the 3rd Division.  This seemed 



credible because he had already set fire to oil fields in Kuwait.  An additional benefit was to 
draw troops from the coalition forces.  In the longest sustained ranger operation since WWII, 
Company A of the 3rd Battalion jumped into H1 airfield on March 28th, 2003, to be used as a 
staging area for operations in the area.  On April 1, Company A seized the Haditha Dam.  For the 
next five-days the Rangers fought off attacks by Regular Iraqi troops.  The Rangers were 
subjected to 152mm artillery and mortar attacks.  There were many instances of excellent skill 
demonstrated by the Rangers.  A Gustov team was able to take out a mortar position with indirect 
fire.  An Iraqi forward observer was seen attempting to cross the lake, and was shot.  When he 
was captured he had in his possession sketch maps of the Ranger positions.  At a checkpoint at 
one end of the dam, the Ranger learned a terrible lesson of terrorism.  A pregnant woman stopped 
at the checkpoint and detonated a suicide bomb killing the OIC and two Rangers (Baker, 2010; 
“Battle of Haditha Dam,” 2017; Neville, 2016; Skovlund, 2014).   

Rangers in a different part of the country participated in the rescue of PFC Jessica Lynch.  
On March 23, 2003, a transportation unit took a wrong turn and ran into an Iraqi ambush.  Lynch 
and five others were captured.  The Rangers of Company A & B of the 1st Battalion along with 
elements of SEAL Team 6 conducted a rescue of Lynch from a hospital, the other had been 
murdered by the Iraqis.  The other five US personnel were buried in a soccer field.  In a 
testament to leadership, the senior NCOs put the junior Rangers on the perimeter and then they 
dug up the bodies without the help of shovels.  These NCOs were seen to dig for a while, get out 
of the grave to throw up, and then return to the grave to dig.  The bodies were loaded onto GMVs 
and returned to their families in the United States – remember the fifth stanza of the Ranger 
Creed that no one would be left behind (Neville, 2016; Skovlund, 2014). 

Minimal Activity Afghanistan (2003 - 2005) 

As operations in Iraq picked up the activity in Afghanistan tapered off. The command of 
Special Operations in Afghanistan was given alternatively to the Ranger Regiment and the 
SEALS.  Major operations were conducted by the Rangers and SEALS in the Nimruz Provence 
against forces entering from Pakistan.  In 2004, the Regiment suffered the controversial loss of 
Private Pat Tillman (the former NFL player).  Tillman was killed in a “friendly fire” incident.  
The problem for the Regiment was that the nature of the action was covered up.  Not the finest 
hour for the Regiment.  Operations were expanded from Al Queda to the Taliban also (Neville, 
2016).   

In June 2005, a SEAL unit was conducting a reconnaissance mission in Afghanistan as 
part of Operation Red Wings.  The SEALs were compromised, and four of the five were killed, 
and the Quick Reaction Forces was shot down.  Marcus Latrell was taken in by local villagers, 
who protected them from the Taliban.  The Rangers were sent in to rescue the SEALS, but the 
operation quickly turned into a recovery mission.  During the course of the days while the 
Rangers were recovering the dead, they learned that there was an American held “captive” in a 
nearby village and the Rangers moved to rescue him.  This is the action as represented in the 
book, and later a movie, Lone Survivor.  All of the dead were recovered, again refer to the fifth 
stanza of the Ranger Creed (Neville, 2016; Skovlund, 2014). 

Task Force North Iraq (2004-2007) 



As the Regiment progressed into the year 2004, it became apparent to all in the 
organization that the unit was in a time of transition. The Rangers had been on a sustained 
rotation of combat deployments since 2001, and were coming off the invasion and first year of 
combat in Iraq. The mission and operational realities began to reveal the need for change within 
the Regiment, which raised questions about the unit's identity. Questions such as whether the 
Regiment identified more with the "Army" or with the Command arose, or were they both? Is 
that possible? If so, what does that mean?  There was a palpable shift in mindset from "advanced 
light infantry" to exclusively "special operations." The Regimental Reconnaissance Detachment 
(RRD, now 'RRC') became the premiere surveillance asset for the Command. Battalion 
reconnaissance sections were stood up and validated by the top leadership in the SOCOM 
community. A fourth week was added on to the Ranger Indoctrination Program that specifically 
focused on shooting. The training cycle between deployments moved to a close quarters combat, 
or "Battle Drill 6" focus that had Rangers spending thousands of hours in shoot houses and 
perfecting breaching techniques. This was the beginning of what would become the most lethal 
and fierce direct action raid force that the world had ever seen, with some platoons executing 
over a hundred missions in a single ninety-day deployment.  During this time the grooming 
standards were relaxed and updated uniforms and equipment were issued to the Regiment  
(Skovlund, 2014). 

The Regimental Special Troops Battalion (2006) 

!  

In 2006, the Regiment underwent its first major restructuring since 1984.   A fourth 
Battalion was added, the Special Troops Battalion (“RSTB”).  There are four companies in the 
battalion. The Ranger Reconnaissance Company, the Ranger Communication Company, the 
Ranger Military Intelligence Company, and the Ranger Selection and Training Company.  The 
Ranger Reconnaissance Company (formerly the Ranger Reconnaissance Detachment).  This unit 
became the premier deep reconnaissance unit for the JSOTF.  The communications company 
specialized in command and control communications and supported other special operations 
missions.  The MI Company supported the Regiment with intelligences operations such as 
human intelligence (”HUMINT”), as well as analysis services.  Skovlund (2014) noted, “RMIC 
Rangers are experts at their craft, attending premier intelligence training courses that set them 
apart from their peers. Many become proficient in foreign languages, and are among the most 
deployed Rangers in the Regiment” (p. 192).  The Ranger Selection and Training Company 



(RS&TC), formerly known as the Ranger Training Detachment (RTD) and Ranger Operations 
Company (ROC), is the only way into the Regiment.  The company conducts the eight-week 
Ranger Assessment and Selection Program (RASP) Phase 1 and 2, which replaced the four-week 
Ranger Indoctrination Program (RIP).  All prospective Rangers must attend and graduate from in 
order to gain assignment to the 75th Ranger Regiment. The RS&TC also conducts the Small Unit 
Ranger Tactics (SURT), and the Pre-Special Operations Combat Medical Course (PSOCM) 
(Couch, 2012; Skovlund, 2014). 

By this time, the Rangers were the cornerstone of special operations against terrorists.  
The Rangers were no longer providing security for SMU, but were conducting up to 300 squad 
level combat patrols per month.  GEN developed a new targeting methodology - Find, Fix, 
Finish, Exploit, Analyze, Disseminate or simply referred to as F3EAD (pronounced "feed").  
Extensive planning was eliminated and the TF became very flexible (McChrystal, ____; 
Skovlund, 2014).   

Ranger First Responders 

All Ranger Medics are graduates of the prestigious Special Operations Combat Medic 
Course.  This course is very extensive and some of the Specialists and Sergeants are National 
Registered Emergency Medical Technicians.  Additionally, all Rangers are trained as Ranger 
First Responders(“RFR”).  The program started in the 1990 as the Combat Life Saver program.  
The Army-wide requirement was for one per squad; the Ranger requirement was one per fire 
team.  In 1997, Regimental Commander Stanley McChrystal decided that all Rangers were to be 
trained as Combat Life Savers.  By 2000 an upgraded version of the Combat Life Saver program 
was being taught in the 3rd Battalion.  It was ultimately labeled as the Ranger First Responder 
program and all Rangers were certified.  Along with RFR, the Regiment adopted the Ranger 
Bleeder Control Kit, which had various versions of tourniquets.  By 2005, the Regiment adopted 
the CCAT tourniquet.  This training was responsible for saving many lives as RFR qualified 
Rangers gave aid to wounded Rangers.  In some cases, this included giving self-aid, see SSF 
Leroy Petry in part six of this series.  Between October 1, 2001 and March 31, 2010 there were 
419 casualties including 32 deaths.  According to Skovlund (2014) the Joint Trauma Registry 
determined that “… none of the Rangers who were killed in action could have been prevented in 
the tactical pre-hospital environment” (p. 167).  An eloquent testament to the effectiveness of the 
program (Skovlund, 2014). 

Rangers Lead the Way! 

Next Month: The Global War on Terror – 2008 - 2017 
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Strange War-Gaming Finds on the Road 

by Bill Daniel 

As many of you know, I go to a lot of Gaming Conventions. Most times, I rent a car and drive. 
I’ve been amazed by chance encounters during a trip. Take, for example, the Gettysburg History 
Center right next to the old visitor center in Gettysburg. 

 Last month during my trip to the Fall In 2017 Convention, Todd Pressley and I stayed at 
Gettysburg for a couple of days. We spent our time at several new locations. We found some 
areas where I had never spent time before, East Cemetery hill and the Cavalry sites. We had 
some time to burn and it was raining, prompting us to look for an indoor location. We said “what 
the heck, let’s go see the Diorama.” 

“Wow” is a understatement. It is huge and represents over 6000 acres of land in 15mm scale. It 
has over 20,000 hand painted soldiers, horses, cannons, and buildings. The figures are all Stone 
Mountain figures. The detail and quality of the layout was amazing. 

Here’s a link and some pictures. 

https://www.gettysburgdiorama.com 

The town of Gettysburg 

  

https://www.gettysburgdiorama.com


Battlefield looking from south to North 

  

Little roundtop 

  



High water mark of Pickett's charge 

  

Roadcut 

  



The Wheatfield 

The center of the field 

  

So, if you have the time it is well worth the visit. 



UNIT OF THE MONTH 
               (Not Sponsored)

Editors Note:  No pictures were taken of the units in 
November.  If those who produced them would like to 
have them included in the next newsletter, please 
either take a picture and send it to me or bring the 
entry to the December meeting and I will photographic 
it and include it in January.  My apologies.  Terry S. 

Member Name  Scale Manufacturer Era Unit

Eric Elder 28mm Tiger Late 19th 
Century

Philippines Infantry 1899

John Mumby 6mm Microworld Games TYW Spanish Verdugo and organ 
gun

Jim Rairdon 15mm Legio Herioca Ancients Late Imperial Roman



GAME OF THE MONTH
                  Total Escape Games Sponsor

*Denotes this month’s winner
Each month CMH members host games at the monthly meeting.  This award is for 
the effort put out by the host.

Member Name Scale Era Rules Description

Jeff Lambert 15mm Modern FOW Battle of Jenin 1967

John Owens* 1/2400 WWII Homegrown Night action in Empress 
Augusta Bay

Terry Shockey 15mm WWI Square Bashing Austro-Hungarians vs. 
Serbians

Greg Skelly 28mm WWII Roll Call Battle of the Bulge



 



Veterans Wars Mini-convention:  
Pictures by Eric Elder

Act Like A Pirate
 



Battle of Kontum  



Get To the Boat!

 



The Sudan Erupts (Gunboats)

 



Battle of the Bulge  

Battle of Jenin



The Hordes of the Things Tournament

 



 



 



CMH December Scheduled Events
This table shows what events are scheduled for CMH.  Next months Friday 

Night Fights (FNF) and the monthly meeting (MM) are listed.  It is recommended 
to schedule your game for future meetings and will appear on this page.

TEG - Total Escape Games
           6831 W. 120th Ave.
           Suite C
           Broomfield CO 80020       www.totalescapegames.com
FNF (TBD) may or may not occur due to a lack of a scheduled host/location.

            A Dice Tower even Ed Meyers would envy! 

Date Meeting Location Start Time

December 1 FNF TEG 7PM

December 8 FNF TBD 7PM

December 10 MM Baker Rec Center 12 - 5 PM

December 15 FNF TBD 7PM

December 22 FNF TBD 7PM

December 29 FNF TBD 7PM

http://www.totalescapegames.com


Colorado Military Historians, Inc.

Colorado military Historians (CMH) is a non-profit 
organization whose purpose is to promote historical 
wargaming and the study of military history.   
Founded in 1965, CMH meets monthly on the second 
Sunday of the month, except in May when it is 
deferred to the third Sunday.  The meeting starts at 
noon at the Baker Recreational Center, 6751 Irving 
Street ( just a few blocks west of Federal Blvd), 
Denver CO.  The club also hosts gaming at least one 
Friday night a month, called “Friday Night 
Fights” (FNF) at 7 PM.  FNF will be held at several 
various locations.  See previous schedule or view the 
website for latest information.  

CMH maintains ties with numbers local, regional and 
national groups to help promote the hobby.  CMH is 
governed by member-elected officers who serve on 
the Board of Directors (executive board).  Terms are 
one year, with elections held at the May meeting.  New 
members are accepted after attending three CMH 
functions and a vote of the membership.  Dues are 
$40.00 per year, payable in January.  Members 
wishing to receive a snail-mail newsletter 
subscription must pay an additional fee of $15.00 per 
year.  Authors retain ownership of articles and 
graphics published.  CMH reserves the right to edit or 
reject submissions to the newsletter.  

One year Adult Membership: $40.00
Half year Adult Membership: $25.00

(For NEW members who join after June 30)
Family Membership:  $40.00 (one Adult and any 
                                      number of offspring)
Student Membership:  $20.00 (16 to 22 years old)

CMH Newsletter

The CMH Newsletter is a monthly 
newsletter published by the 
Colorado military Historians.  
Views expressed in this 
publication do not necessarily 
reflect those of all CMH 
members.

Mailing Address:
Terry Shockey
13160 Garfield Dr.
Thornton CO 80241-2106

email: tshockey8981@msn.com
Web Site: www.cmhweb.org

Editor/Layout: Terry Shockey

Next Issue: January 2018

2017/2018 CMH Board 
Members

President: 
Nate Forte
natforteg1@gmail.com

Vice-President:
Jim Rairdon
rairdon8071@comcast.net

Secretary:
Terry Shockey
(See above)

Treasurer:
Larry Irons
303-883-2146

Historian:
Doug Wildfong
303-374-9776
dwwild84@gmail.com
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