XL, No. 8

August 2014

Cover art of Avalon Hill’s Guns of August Game (Courtesy of Boardgame Geek)

Club Happenings
Message from CMH Secretary
Natale (Nate) Forte
This Month will mark the 100th anniversary of the start of World War 1, “the war to end all wars”. To
commemorate this historical event, the CMH membership is encouraged to set up WW 1 themed games
both for our monthly club meeting and for our Friday Night Fights (FNF).
Also this month CMH members will again be hosting several miniature games at TACTICON 2014,
which will be held during Labor Day weekend. Check the Colorado Gaming website or event journal
found at local hobby stores for times and dates for those events and come and support your CMH
members.
Last month, we had our DBX event at the Conclave of Gamers convention. Both events were a great
success, with lots of exposure to potential new members both for our Club as well as our neighboring
Colorado Springs club. A YouTube channel interviewed our club President Doug Wildfong, leading to
more club exposure. John Brown has an article for this newsletter, where he will go into more detail.
Also last month, the HISTORICON 2014 convention was held in Fredericksburg, with several CMH
members attending. Terry Shockey has done a great write up for this newsletter, thank you Terry.
From Vice-President Binhan Lin: “Next year will mark CMH’s 50th Anniversary. We will be forming an
Anniversary Committee this fall to help co-ordinate events, advertising and schwag for this momentous
anniversary. If you are interested in assisting with this project, please contact me.”
This year’s Veteran’s Wars is still looking for a coordinator. If you would like to coordinate this event,
please contact one of the club officers.
The Minis Sudan Campaign hosted by our club historian Dan Gurule is drawing near its conclusion. If
you missed being involved with this campaign, have no worries as Dan, with the help of Kurt Frakes and
John Setterlind, is preparing for a brand new Pacific Solomon Island Naval Campaign using 1/2400 ship
scale starting next month. If you would like to be part of this upcoming campaign let Dan know.
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Military History of August
By CMH Secretary
Nate Forte
August 1, 1944 - The Warsaw Uprising began as the Polish Home Army, numbering about 40,000
Polish patriots, began shooting at German troops in the streets. The Nazis then sent eight
divisions to battle the Poles, who had hoped for, but did not receive, assistance from the
Allies. Two months later, the rebellion was quashed.
August 2, 1944 - Albert Einstein wrote a letter to President Franklin D. Roosevelt concerning the
possibility of atomic weapons. "A single bomb of this type carried by boat and exploded in
a port, might very well destroy the whole port together with some of the surrounding
territory." Six years later, on August 6, 1945, the first Atomic Bomb, developed by the
U.S., was dropped on the Japanese port of Hiroshima.
August 2, 1990 - The Iraqi army invaded Kuwait amid claims that Kuwait threatened Iraq's
economic existence by overproducing oil and driving prices down on the world market. An
Iraqi military government was then installed in Kuwait which was annexed by Iraq on the
claim that Kuwait was historically part of Iraq. This resulted in Desert Shield, the massive
Allied military buildup, and later the 100-hour war against Iraq, Desert Storm.
August 3, 1492 - Christopher Columbus set sail from Palos, Spain, with three ships, Nina, Pinta
and Santa Maria. Seeking a westerly route to the Far East, he instead landed on October
12th in the Bahamas, thinking it was an outlying Japanese island.
August 6, 1945 - The first Atomic Bomb was dropped over the center of Hiroshima at 8:15 a.m.,
by the American B-29 bomber Enola Gay. The bomb detonated about 1,800 ft. above
ground, killing over 105,000 persons and destroying the city. Another estimated 100,000
persons later died as a result of radiation effects.
August 7, 1964 - Following an attack on two U.S. destroyers in the Gulf of Tonkin off North
Vietnam, the U.S. Congress approved the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, granting President
Lyndon B. Johnson authority "to take all necessary measures to repel any armed attack
against the forces of the United States and to prevent further aggression."
August 7, 1990 - Just five days after the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, President George Bush ordered
Desert Shield, a massive military buildup to prevent further Iraqi advances.
August 8, 1945 - Soviet Russia declared war on Japan and sent troops into Japanese-held
Manchuria.
August 9, 1945 - The second Atomic bombing of Japan occurred as an American B-29 bomber
headed for the city of Kokura, but because of poor visibility then chose a secondary target,
Nagasaki. About noon, the bomb detonated killing an estimated 70,000 persons and
destroying about half the city.
August 9, 1974 - Effective at noon, Richard M. Nixon resigned the presidency as a result of the
Watergate scandal. Nixon had appeared on television the night before and announced his
decision to the American people. Facing possible impeachment by Congress, he became
the only U.S. President ever to resign.
August 12, 1676 - King Philip's War ended with the assassination of Metacom, leader of the
Pokanokets, a tribe within the Wampanoag Indian Federation. Nicknamed 'King Philip' by
colonists, he led a Native American uprising against white settlers which resulted in a war
that raged for nearly two years, now known as King Philip's War.
3

August 13, 1961 - The Berlin Wall came into existence after the East German government closed
the border between east and west sectors of Berlin with barbed wire to discourage
emigration to the West. The barbed wire was replaced by a 12 foot-high concrete wall
eventually extending 103 miles (166 km) around the perimeter of West Berlin. The wall
included electrified fences, fortifications, and guard posts. It became a notorious symbol of
the Cold War. Presidents Kennedy and Reagan made notable appearances at the wall
accompanied by speeches denouncing Communism. The wall was finally opened by an
East German governmental decree in November 1989 and torn down by the end of 1990.
August 14, 1945 - Following the two Atomic Bomb drops and believing that continuation of the
war would only result in further loss of Japanese lives, delegates of Emperor Hirohito
accepted Allied surrender terms originally issued at Potsdam on July 26, 1945, with the
exception that the Japanese Emperor's sovereignty would be maintained. Japanese Emperor
Hirohito, who had never spoken on radio, then recorded an announcement admitting
Japan's surrender, without actually using the word. The announcement was broadcast via
radio to the Japanese people at noon the next day. The formal surrender ceremony occurred
later, on September 2, 1945, on board the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay.
August 14, 1945 - VJ Day, commemorating President Truman's announcement that Japan had
surrendered to the Allies.
August 16, 1777 - During the American Revolutionary War, the Battle of Bennington, Vermont,
occurred as militiamen from Vermont, aided by Massachusetts troops, wiped out a
detachment of 800 German-Hessians sent by British General Burgoyne to seize horses.
August 16, 1780 - The Battle of Camden in South Carolina occurred during the American
Revolutionary War. The battle was a big defeat for the Americans as forces under General
Gates were defeated by troops of British General Charles Cornwallis, resulting in 900
Americans killed and 1,000 captured.
August 17, 1943 - During World War II in Europe, the Allies completed the conquest of the island
of Sicily after just 38 days. This gave the Allies control of the Mediterranean and also led
to the downfall of Benito Mussolini and Italy's eventual withdrawal from the war.
However, the Germans managed to evacuate 39,569 troops, 47 tanks, 94 heavy guns, over
9,000 vehicles and 2,000 tons of ammunition back to the Italian mainland from Sicily.
August 21, 1863 - During the American Civil War, William Quantrill led 450 irregular
Confederate raiders on a pre-dawn terrorist raid of Lawrence, Kansas, leaving 150 civilians
dead, 30 wounded and much of the town a smoking ruin. In 1862, Quantrill had been
denied a Confederate commission by the Confederate Secretary of War, who labeled
Quantrill's notions of war as 'barbarism.'
August 24-25, 1814 - During the War of 1812, Washington, D.C., was invaded by British forces
that burned the Capitol, the White House and most other public buildings along with a
number of private homes. The burning was in retaliation for the earlier American burning
of York (Toronto).
August 31, 1786 - Shays' Rebellion began in Massachusetts as ex-Revolutionary War Captain
Daniel Shays led an armed mob. The rebellion prevented the Northampton Court from
holding a session in which debtors, mostly poor ex-soldier farmers, were to be tried and
likely put in prison. Following this, in September, Shays' troops prevented Supreme Court
sessions at Springfield, Massachusetts. Early in 1787, they attacked the Federal arsenal at
Springfield, but were soon routed and fled. Shays was sentenced to death but was pardoned
in 1788.
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Historicon 2014
By Terry Shockey
Historicon was held July 16 – 20 in Fredericksburg VA. Three present members of CMH attended, Bill
Daniel, John Mumby and Terry Shockey. Former CMH member Todd Pressley was heavily involved in
the miniature hobby university activities, presenting classes in Army Painting, Mounting Banners, Flag
Painting, Painting for Complete Beginners, and Techniques 1: Dark Blue painting. Also a former CMH
member Chris Bennett and his wife were there in the vendors area representing Phalanx Consortium with
wonderful terrain for skirmish gaming. It is worth viewing his product at www.skirmishsanginusa.com.
The most immediate change from the 2012 convention in Fredericksburg, VA was a reduction in the
decibel output of the gamers in the convention center. They have added both cloth dividers and carpet to
reduce the volume of sound. That was a great improvement. The food seemed to be better this year as
well. HMGS East was celebrating its 30th year of Historicon through the theme Big Wars and Little
Soldiers, representing conflicts that involved many parts of the world at the same time, i.e. SYW, Naps,
WWI, WWII, etc. The vendor’s area was interesting as usual with the normal cast of characters and
several new one, including Chris Bennett. The flea market, called Wally’s Basement was disappointing
in that it was mostly older FOW and odd bits of things no one wanted anymore. There was also the War
College, which I did not attend this year.
Thursday I played in an AWI battle
approximating Camden using 40mm figures
produced by the GM using Prince August
molds. Unfortunately I was the American
right flank consisting of militia who did not
have the stomach for the battle and routed
to the man. The rules were Larry Brom’s
“Disperse Ye Damn Rebels.” They were
simple and playable rules.
For the evening I was drawn to a battle that
took place in Julesburg CO in 1865. The
scenario was based on the attack and
burning of Julesburg by a coalition of 4
tribes, Shoshone, Arapahoe, Cheyenne, and
Lakota, in retribution for the Sand Creek
Massacre. The town created by the GM
was stunning and scratch-built.
Battle of Camden
Unfortunately, the deployment scenario
took the tribes too long to occur and little fighting took place. Modified Warpaint were the rules used.
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Terry at the Battle of
Julesburg

East Africa WW 1

Friday morning’s game saw me defending a ridge as an Askari in service to the Kaiser at the battle of
Latema Nek in East Africa. The GM was a Piquet friend, Tim Couper, from the UK. The rules were
Field of Battle 2 which a number of us helped play test for Brent Oman in Denver. The evening was also
spent in WWI but on the Eastern front. Test of Battle Games using Command Decision Test of Battle
presented the Battle of Gumbinnen. John Mumby and I played on the Russian side. The scenario was
well constructed and played to a conclusion with the Russians holding the roads the Germans wished to
breach.
Saturday began with a NURD. That is a rules set titled N.U.R.D (Norm’s
Unique Rules Design). They are simple Ancients rules set that Norman
Dean, a recent college graduate in Chemical Engineering, created. John
Mumby has put on some games using these rules at club meetings. The
scenario involved the Hittites and Egyptians meeting in the face of the
walled city of Jerboa. They both wished for the King of Jerboa to join
them but only after proving which army was superior on the battlefield.
Our brave Hittites proved to be vulnerable to the withering Egyptian bow
fire and eventually withdrew from the field. It was a very enjoyable
game. That afternoon I was looking forward to a game of FPW but was
stood up by the GM. A no-show at Historicon is a big no-no. John and I
played in a very special game that evening but will keep as a secret until
sometime in the future.
NURD Ancients
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Sunday John and I left the convention to head for the Jamestown
Settlement. Before we got there however, we stopped at the Battle of
Fredericksburg visitor’s center. John wanted a picture at a fence at
Mary’s Heights, where he had been in his youth (did not know he was
that old).
We spent the
remainder of that
day at
Jamestown, a trip
that is worth
taking. Monday,
before our flight
out of Richmond,
we visited the
Cold Harbor
Road to Richmond

visitor’s center,
took a walking
tour with a
ranger, and then
went to the site
of Gaines’s
Mills Battle.
Throughout that
day and the
Cold Harbor Trenches
previous days
we had to marvel at the lack of heat and humidity. I was ready for
the usual Virginia Summer conditions. In 2012 we suffered through
a trip to Yorktown with a heat index of 115-degrees. This year
though, it never got above 80° with little humidity. All in all it was a
very pleasant trip to Old Virginia.

John at Gaines Mills
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Terry at Jamestown
Jamestown Ships

Bill At Historicon 2014
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Modern Middle East

Terry at Gumbinnen

John Mumby at Gumbinnen
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John at WW 1 Battle of Mons
WW 1 Trenches

Terry at Battle of Camden

John at Battle of Baltimore

D-Day Sword Beach
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CMH/CSGA DBx Smack-down a Cliff-hanger!
Irons-Garland Match Will Decide!
By John Brown
The Fourth Annual Colorado Military Historians versus Colorado Springs Gamers Association DBX
Smack-down was spectacular! Conducted within the vibrant setting of the 2014 Conclave of Gamers at the
DIA Crowne Plaza on 26 July, it attracted captivated spectators and u-tube media attention – to include an extended interview of our own Club President and ardent Smack-down participant, Doug Wildfong. Colorful
armies from all of the major DBx periods clashed in brilliant array across their vast table-top battlefields. The
creative tension was palpable, and the atmosphere electric as the evenly matched contestants struggled to and
fro. As striking testimony to the closeness of the contest, every single DBA match up, planned as the best two
out of three rounds, went to the full three rounds.

When the dust settled for the day, and with one
match left to play, the overall score teetered at the remarkably narrow margin of 248 (CSGA) to 237 (CMH).
In the specific results: CMH Greg Rold smote CSGA Doug Mudd 53 to 22 in a three round 28mm DBA 3.0
Trojan War scenario; CSGA Brent Sustaita’s NeoAssyrians smote CMH Pat Harvey’s Early Carthaginians 53 to 22 in DBA 3.0 Book I; CSGA Roy
Hayes’ Burmese smote CMH Terry Shockey’s Carolingians 38 to 37 in DBA 3.0 Book III; CMH Jim
Rairdon’s Medieval Germans smote CSGA Brian
Cumming’s Medieval French 38 to 37 in DBA 3.0
Book IV; CSGA Art Hayes’ Western Patrician Romans smote CMH Matt Vigil’s Eastern Patrician
Romans 34 to 16 in BBDBA 3.0, CMH John
Brown’s Middle Imperial Romans smote CSGA
Dick Fickes’ Desert Blemmye 26 to 24 in DBMM2;
and Nate Forte and Doug Wildfong of CMH smote
Doug Rains and Dan Gurule playing for CSGA 45
to 40 in a DBN Peninsular War scenario. Dan, as we
all know, is a CMH stalwart, but was extended a Decree of Absolution and directed to play his best for
CSGA in the interest of having balanced teams.

As you can readily see, the yet to be played match will be crucial. CSGA Mike Garland encountered unforeseeable complications at the last minute, and the Smack-down organizers rescheduled his match with Larry
Irons to a date to be determined. Hopefully it will be complete prior to or during Tacticon. Until then, the fate
of the entire Smack-down and bragging rights for the two mighty clubs hang in the balance. Larry and Mike
are to play the DBA 3.0 Book II match up, with Larry having selected Tamils (II42b) and Mike Ptolemaics
(II20c). The eyes of the world will be upon them!
Special kudos go to Tony Fryer for having inspired us to go within the Conclave of Gamers. He handled all the requisite coordination and logistics, and served as a CMH back up player. Special kudos also go to
Ed Meyer of CMH and Walt Williams of CSGA for manning the Hospitality Table and assisted interested visitors in understanding and enjoying what was going on. Doug Rains coordinated CSGA participation as the
CSGA Impotentate of DBX Affairs, and John Brown coordinated CMH participation as CMH Grand Vizier
for DBx Affairs. Refer questions to John at jsandmbbrown@msn.com.
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July Monthly Meeting
Unit of the Month –
Not sponsored
Each month CMH members bring their latest painted figures and models to the meeting to display their latest
efforts and compete for Unit of the Month.

CMH Member
Dave Manley

Scale
28mm

Manufacturer
Architects of War

Era
WW2

Greg Skelly
Jeff Lambert

1/35th
15mm

Oasis
Battlefront

WW2
Modern –
Six Day
War

Unit
-Hidden Jungle Bunker
-Machine Gun Nest
-Native Hut
LVCP Landing Craft
Jordanian M48’s & Centurions

Unit of the Month Winner is highlighted in RED.

Unit of the Month entry From Jeff Lambert – Jordanian M48’s & Centurions

Unit of the Month entry
From Greg Skelly – LVCP Landing Craft

Unit of the Month Winner from Dave Manley –
Native Hut and Machine Gun Nest
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July Monthly
Meeting
Game of the Month
– Total Escape Games Sponsor
Each month CMH members host games at the monthly meeting. This award is for the effort put out by the host.

CMH
Member

Scale

Era

Dan Gurule

28mm

Victorian

John S.
Brown

15mm

Various
Ancient/Medieval

Rules

Description

The Sword and the
Flame

Sudan Campaign Game –
Siege at Atbara

DBMM 2.0

Smack Down Prep

Game of the Month Winner is highlighted in RED.

Game of the Month Winner Dan, setting up his Sudan Campaign Scenario.
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CMH August Scheduled Events
This table shows what scheduled CMH events are coming up. Next months Friday Night Fights (FNF) and the monthly
meeting (MM) are listed. It is recommended to schedule your game for future meetings and will appear on this page.

Date
Meeting Location
August 1
FNF
KDO
August 10
MM
Baker
August 15
FNF
TBD
August 22
FNF
TEG
August 29
FNF
TBD

Start Time
7 Pm
Noon
---7 Pm
----

KDO – Kevin Dykman’s New Office
Mile High Heating and Cooling
Wolf Court
Westminster, Co
TEG – Total Escape Games
6831 W 120th Ave
Suite C
Broomfield, CO 80020
www.totalescapegames.com
FNF (TBD) may or may not occur due to a lack of a scheduled host/location.

FNF - Battle of Freeman’s Farm
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CMH Newsletter
The CMH Newsletter is a monthly
newsletter published by the Colorado
Military Historians. Views expressed
in this publication do not necessarily
reflect those of all CMH members.
Mailing Address:
Nate Forte
13192 Pennsylvania Circle
Thornton, CO 80241
Email: nateforteg1@gmail.com
Web Site: www.cmhweb.org
Editor/Layout: Nate Forte
Next Issue: August 2014

2014/2015 CMH Board
Members

Colorado Military Historians, Inc.
Colorado Military Historians (CMH) is a non-profit organization whose
purpose is to promote historical wargaming and the study of military
history. Founded in 1965, CMH meets monthly on the second Sunday of
the month, except in May when the meeting is deferred to the third Sunday.
The meeting starts at noon at the Baker Recreation Center, 6751 Irving
Street (just a few blocks west of Federal Blvd), Denver, Colorado. The
club also hosts gaming at least one Friday night a month, called “Friday
Night Fights” (FNF) at 7:00 p.m. Friday meetings will be held at a future
determined location. See website for latest information.
CMH maintains ties with numerous local, regional and national groups to
help promote the hobby. CMH is governed by member-elected officers
who serve on the Board of Directors (executive board). Terms of office
are one year, with elections held at the May meeting. New members are
accepted after attending three CMH functions and a vote of the
membership. Dues are $35.00 per year, payable in January. Members
wishing to receive a snail-mailed newsletter subscription must pay an
additional fee of $15.00 per year. Authors retain ownership of articles and
graphics published. CMH reserves the right to edit or reject submissions to
the newsletter.
One year Adult Membership: $35.00
Half year Adult Membership: $25.00
(For NEW members who join after June 30)
Family Membership: $35.00 (one Adult and any number of offspring)
Student Membership: $20.00 (16 to 22 years old)
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President:
Doug Wildfong
303-374-9776
Vice-President
Binhan Lin
lazdb@yahoo.com
303-926-1971
Secretary
Nate Forte
nateforteg1@gmail.com
Treasurer
Larry Irons
303-763-8112
Historian
Dan Gurule
dagurule@gmail.com
720-606-9069

